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Cttnton to postpone nuqor defence cuts 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President: Bin Clin tan wants to delay cuts in 
major weapons systems far one year while he pares overall military 
spending with a pay freeze, troop reductions and drang es in the Star Wan 
pr%ramme, the Defence Department revealed Saturday. Mr. Clinton apd 
Defence Sccrctajy Les Aspin outlined tbejr proposal for spending S263.4 
buli°a in the fiscal year starting Ocl 1 in budget documents released at. 
the D efence Department. The budget is about $10 billion below this year's 
spending level. Given Mr. Clinton’s pledge to cut some $80 billion from 
President George Bush’s defence spending plans over the next four years, 
many of the most painful cots apparently are yet to come. Mr. Aspin said- 
jnthe past the former Soviet Union was the focus for all defence planning, 
“They were at the heart of everything we did.” he told reporters at a 
Defence Department, briefing. “The question now is what replaces the 
Soviet Union.” He detailed the new threats as “regional menaces” such as 
an ^ North Korea, the posable reversaFof reform in the former 
Soviet Union and economic problems. 
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Yemeni cbunctl confirms April elections 

SANAA (R) — Yemen's presidential council Saturday confiimed the 
country's first general elections would be held next month, canning 
opposition fears of a possible second postponement of *e noUa. Radio 
Sanaa said the council, which met under the chairmanship of President /Ui 
Abdullah Saleh, issued a decree urging aD eligible Yemenis to take part m 
the elections on April 27. The elections, originally scheduled for test 
November, will be the first under a multi-party system introduced alter 
North Yemen and South Yemen merged in 1990. Opposition panes were 
suspicious of the intentions of Mr. Saleh’s General People s Qxwcss 
(GPQ and Vice-President Ali Salem A1 Baidh’s Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) which have shared power since the unification. The ruling parties 
said they would cooperate in the coming elections against the opposition 
but they have not yet readied an agreement to go into the elections 
united. Opposition forces arc also trying to dose ranks and to put up joint 
candidates. 
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Iraq wins contracts 
in Yemen, Sudan 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Saturday it had signed contracts 
with Yemen and Sudan for the 
construction and repair of power- 
stations in the two countries. 
“Tbe General Estab lishm ent for 
the Production of Electrical Pow- 
er has signed contracts for tbe 
implementation of several pro- 
jects in Yemen and Sudan,” the 
official weekly magazine Alef Ba 
said. It did not say how many 
contracts, had been signed nor 
gave their value. Tbe establish- 
ment won a contract in Yemen 
after competing with other inters 
national companies, it said. Aief 
Ba said Iraq, suffering punitive 
United Nations trade sanctions 
imposed in response to its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, had gained 
expertise as a result of the embar- 
go and had rebuilt a large portion 
of what was destroyed during the 
Gulf war. 

Tunisian rights 
group wins ruling 

TUNIS (R) — The. disbanded 
Tunisian human rights league 
(LTDH) has won a preliminary 
■ruling which should permit it to 
resume activities, a magistrate 
said Saturday. The magistrate in 
tbe administrative court said the 
LTDH, one of the oldest human 
rights groups in the Arab World, 
bad been tentatively exempted 
from a decreee which reduced tbe 
leeway of organisations in screen- 
ing applicants for membership. 
-Rather than submit to the decree, 
the league last June decided to 
disband. Tbe court ruling, which 
has not yet been finalised, fol- 
lowed consultations between 
President Zin e A1 Abidine Ben 
Ah and LTDH Secretary General 
Taoufik Booderbala. LTDH 
sources said that.tiie court’s deck, 
sion should permit it to resume 
operations. 

U.S. withdraws 
Kuwait task force 

KUWAIT (R) — A U.S. military 
task force including a Patriot 
missile battery deployed in 
Kuwait amid heightened tension 
with Iraq in January was with- 
drawn from the emirate in stages 
in March, a U.S. official said, 
Saturday. ‘'There are no Patriots 
in Kuwait at this time,” the offi- 
cial told Reuters by telephone. 
“The task force' that came in 
January bas gone. They moved 
out in stages this month.” The 
official said tbe withdrawal would 
have no effect on a longstanding 
schedule of military exercises that 
would continue to be conducted 
jointly by the U.S. and Kuwaiti 
armed forces. 

Emergency in Greek 
town hit by quake 

ATHENS (R) — The Greek gov- 
ernment Saturday declared a 
state of emergency in the western 
town of Pyrgos. hit by four earth- 
quakes which killed one person, 
injured 16 and damaged more 
than 500 buildings- Tents, medic- 
al and other supplies were rushed 
to die area hit by the quakes on 
Friday and army units were put 
on alert to offer assistance, a 
Public Works Ministry statement 
said. Police said most of Pyrgos’s 
28,000 residents spent the night 
outdoors, fearing new tremors. 
Fires were lit for heat, residents 
carried clothes and valuables 
from their damaged homes and 
bulldozers removed debris from 
the streets. “There were many 
after- tremors which kept the 
panic gong. Electricity was cut 
off, a number of state buddings 
were damaged and a wing of the 
town’s hospital was evacuated 
when the ceiling collapsed, a 
police officer in Pyrgos said. The 
town, just inland from the Ionian 
5ea, was hit by four earthquakes 
Friday afternoon measuring up to 
52 on the Richter scale. The 
strongest had its epicentre 190 
kilometres west of Athens. 

U.N. envoy accuses 
Serbs of bad faith 

BELGRADE (R) — The U.N. 
special envoy to former Yugosla- 
via Saturday accused Serb leaden 
of bad faith by blocking an aid 
convoy after they had promised it 
would be allowed through. Jose 
Maria Mendiluce, a special envoy 
Of the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), said the 
convoy destined for the trapped 
Bosnian town of Srebrenica bad 
been ordered to return to Bel- 
grade and would try to cross 
again Sunday (see page 8).. 


Assad hedges 
on prospects 
for peace talks 

Arabs meet in Damascus today 


Combined agency dispatches 

SYRIAN President Hafez AI 
Assad reiterated Saturday that 
Syria wanted a comprehensive 
Middle East peace but hedged on 
whether Damascus would reenter 
talks with^srael next month if the 
Palestinian stayed away. 

Mr. Assad was in Cairo for 
talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak on whether Arabs 
should resume talks in Washing- 
ton next month while the issue 
that stalled them in December, 


Israel’s expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon, remained un- 
resolved. 

Syria, Jordan and Lebanon 
have said they would go but they 
want a face-saving concession for 
the Pales tinians , who refuse to 
attend unless Israel promises not 
to expel any more people from 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Asked if Syria was ready to 
take part in the Washington talks 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Syrian President Hafez Al Assad (right) and his Egyptian counterpart 
JBofol Mubarak (centre) review a gnard of honour anon Mr. Assad's, 
arrival in Cairo Saturday for a brief vUt TAFP photo) 


Non-committal Palestinian 
stand expected in Damascus 

By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Palestinians are ex- 
pected to be non-committal about 
attending round nine of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks at a Damascus 
meeting Sunday and Monday of 
foreign ministers of the four Arab 
parties to tbe negotiations. 

Palestinians are expected to 
conclude with a statement saying 
their participation hinges on an 
Israeli pledge not to resort to 
further expulsions of Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

Haidar Abdul Shafi, the chief- 
Palestmian negotiator who is also 
attending the Damascus confer- 
ence, said that the chances for a 
Palestinian return to the peace 
table was much more likely if the 
Israelis make such a pledge. 

The Palestinians have a num- 
ber of options open to them. One 
is to accept an American-backed 
proposal which would link an 
Israeli promise (which bas not yet 
been made) not to expel any 
more Palestinians with a phased 
return of the Palestinian expel- 
lees stuck in South Lebanon since 
their banishment on Dec. 17. 


The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leadership in 
Tunis as well as Dr. Abdul Shafi 
and the overall head of the 
Palestinian team, Faisal Husseini, 
have said that an Israeli promise 
renouncing expulsions would en- 
able the Palestinians to return to 
tbe peace talks on April 20. 

The three other Arab partici- 
pants — Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non — have expressed hope that 
expellee crisis would be resolved 
to enable them to attend the 
peace talks. His Majesty King 
Hussein said, last month that Jor- 
dan’s attendance will depend on 
the attendance of the Palesti- 
nians. 

Palestinians dose to the PLO 
and the negotiating team wel- 
comed the King’s remarks saying 
they implemented the necessary 
show of Arab unity to pressure 
Israel into taking positive action 
towards the Palestinian demands. 

“The PLO welcomed this state- 
ment because it was another way 
of saying we support your de- 
mands for a call to end the 
expulsions and we are willing to 

(Co att n a ed on page 3) 


U.N* envoy sees no 
quick fix in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (R) — The 
U.N. envoy to Somalia said 
Saturday the world organisation's 
costliest field operation would 
take time to organise and achieve 
remits in the anarchic Horn of 
Africa country. 

“We are going from a small 
mandate to a huge one. We will 
"not do this overnight.” retired 
Admiral Jonathan Howe told re- 
porters after the Security Council 
□□animously approved establish- 
ment of a 30,800- strong U.N. 
operation in the Horn of Africa 
country. 

Tbe operation will replace a 
U.S.-led multinational force 
which landed in Somalia in De- 
cember to restore order and pro- 
tect distribution of relief supplies 
from marauding clan fighters 
whose feuds killed thousands of 
people (see page 2). 

Adm. Howe said a May 1 date 
for a formal transfer of command 
was more theoretical than prac- 
tical. 

“May 1 was really an account- 
ing decision and I doubt whether 1 
it will be May 1,” he said. 

, The U.N. peacekeepers have 
been given an unusually broad 
mandate, including use of force 


to deal with armed gangs 
confiscate weapons. U.i 
peacekeepers normally open fire 
only in self-defence. 

“But to say we will be able to 
disarm in a few months — no, it 
won’t happen overnight,” Adm. 
Howe said. 

U.N. Operation in Somalia II 
(UNOSOM II), as the force is 
called, will cost an estimated 
S856.4 million during the first 
six-month period mandated by. 
the council. 

“1 don’t care how talented our 
people are, bat we win see a 
UNOSOM m,” Adm.. Howe 
said, predicting that the operation 
would have to go mi for some 
time. 

If UNOSOM II is prolonged, 
the cost for tbe first year wouldj 
be $1.5 Ullion, making it the 
U.N/S most expensive field op- 
eration. 

“The resolution is excellent 
'and I could not ask for more 
support,” Adm. Howe, a Cana- 
dian, added. 

Adm. Howe described relief 
and aid organisations in Somalia 
as the frontline troops battling 



Supporters of Russian President Boris Yeltsin Eaten 
to five radio coverage of the extraordinary session 


'Saturday of the Congress of People’s Deputies 
(AFP photo) 


(OwtiwMd on 
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Hardliners fail in bid to 
impeach Yeltsin in congress 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Hard- 
line lawmakers failed Saturday to 
remove President Yeltsin from 
office. 

The votes followed intense 
jockeying at the Congress of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies over questions to 
be put to the nation in an April 25 
referendum on who should rule 
Russia. Hardline lawmakers de- 
clared Mr. Yeltsin had violated 
the constitution. 

But the congress, dominated 
by former Communists elected 
before the Soviet Union’s col- 
lapse, voted 389-342 against a 
resolution that would have called 
the president’s recent actions “an 
unacceptable violation of the con-; 


stitution of the Russian Federa- 
tion/' 

Hardliners in the Russian unity 
faction then made a sudden bid 
for the congress to vote by secret 
ballot on removing Mr. Yeltsin 
from office. But the chairman of 
the congress' rules committee 
said the item first needed to be 
put on tbe agenda. 

The vote of 475-337 with 46 
abstentions fell short of the 517 
votes needed for a majority in the 
■ 1,033-member congress, and thus 
did not gp onto the agenda. 

Mr. Yeltsin, intervening to 
forestall a new attack on his 
authority, made a hesitant and 
stumbling appeal to the legisla- 


ture for a further week of crisis 
talks. 

“Let us walk out of this hall so 
everyone can see there is mutual 
trust, agreement and consensus 
between us,” he told the congress 
an unscheduled intervention. 
“The Russian people will calm 
down.” 

Congress did not vote on the 
president's request and ended an 
increasingly unruly session by 
voting to resume Sunday. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he. Parliament 
Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov, 
Constitutional Court Chairman 
Valery Zorkin and Prime Minis- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli policeman 
killed in Tulkarm 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli border 
policeman was shot dead in an 
ambush in the occupied West 
Bank on Saturday and two 
Palestinian bystanders were 
wounded when his colleagues re- 
turned fire, Israel 'Radio said. - 

The radio identified the border 
policeman as a Muslim who 
volunteered for the paramilitary 
force six months ago. 

A senior army commander in 
the area said on the radio a 
gunman fired three bullets at a 
border police jeep as it drove 
slowly through the town of Tul- 
karm. 

The border policeman, identi- 
fied as Jamal Masalha, 19, was 
killed, and the assailant escaped. 

Israeli authorities placed Tul- 
karm under curfew. 

The death of the policeman 
brought to nine the number of 
Israelis killed in March, the worst 
month of violence since Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin took 
office last June. 

Twenty-three Palestinians have 
died since tbe- beginning of the 
month, six of whom were 12 years 
old or younger. 

Saturday's shooting was tbe 
fourth successful shooting 
ambush in the occupied territor- 
ies since the beginning of the 
month, underscoring less Palesti- 
nian reluctance to use guns. 

Assailants opened fire Friday 
night on an army patrol in the 
town of Bani Suheila in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip, bnt no-one was 
injured, Arab reports said. 

The increased violence has 


brought calls from the right-wing 
opposition for Mr. Rabin to res- 
ign. Palestinian negotiators have 
warned that the high Palestinian 
casualty rate could sabotage the 
U.S. -backed peace talks. 

In Saturday's incident, the * 
assailant opened 'fire with an Uzi 
sub-raachinegun from a distance 
of three metres on two jeeps 
patrolling a shopping street in the 
town of Tulkarm, the army said. 

The troopers returned fire, in- 
juring two passersby in the feet, 
but die assailant had escaped, an 
officer identified only as Col. M. 
told Israel Radio. 

The army dosed the area for 
searches and detained several. 
Palestinians, the army said. 

Masalha was a volunteer con- 
script from a town in northern 
Israel. 

Muslims are not required to 
serve in the armed forces. The 
few who volunteer mostly join 
the paramilitaiy police, a unit 
under the auspices of the 'police 
ministry. 

The killing took place three 
days before Land Day, when 
Arab Israelis commemorate 1976 
clashes over government land 
appropriation in northern Israel 
that left six Arabs dead. 

Last year. Arab leaders toned 
down Land Day demonstrations 
after Arab-Israeli assailants killed 
three soldiers on an army base. 

In other violence, Palestinians 
shot to death a man in Gaza City 
Friday night, Arab reports said. 
Neighbours knew the man to be a 
collaborator with Israel, the re- 
ports said. 


Blast kills 1 
at Cairo 
police station 

CAIRO (Agencies) — A police 
officer was killed and five people 
were injured Saturday when a 
time-bomb thrown under a police 
car by a suspected Muslim mili- 
tant blew up as explosives experts 
were examining it. 

Cairo police chief Hani Abdul 
Aziz told reporters four police 
officers had been injured and 
security sources said later that 
one of them had died. A witness 
said two civilians had also been 
hurt. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz said: “This is a 
continuation of the terrorist plan. 
It was done by terrorists who are 
tragetting the police.” 

Police officers use the word 
“terrorist” to mean Muslim mili- 
tants fighting to overthrow foe 
government and turn Egypt into a 
purist Islamic state. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz said a man 
threw a bag containing foe bomb 
under a police car parked in 
Ataba Square, one of central 
Cairo's most crowded public 
places. Explosives experts took it 
to their office in a nearby building 
to examine it and it exploded. 

“As soon as the officer arrived 
and began inspecting it, it blew 
up in his office and injured a 
colonel and three majors,” be 
said. 

Gamaleddin Abu Sreia, a 33- 
y ear-old man working in the 
building, told Reuters two civi- 
lians had been injured in foe 
explosion and a third had been 
taken to hospital in hysterics. 

He said two officers’ fingures 

(Continued on pege 5) 
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Egyptian security forces Saturday guard Ataba Square hi the heart of Cairo after a bocnb exploded 
at a pofice station (AFP photo) 

3 killed in S. Lebanon violence 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Resistance fighters 
killed an Israeli-backed militia- 
man in South Lebanon on Satur- 
day, drawing Israeli and allied 
artillery fire that killed two civi- 
lians and wounded nine, security 
sources said. 

The violence erupted when 
guerrillas from the Lebanese 
Communist Party detonated a- 
roadside bomb as a patrol of foe 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia drove near 
Sidoon village, north of tbe town 
of Jezzine. <, 

One militiaman was killed and 
two others were wounded in foe 
Mast, the sources said. 


The Israeli army confirmed 
that an SLA man was killed in a 
clash with guerrillas in South 
Lebanon. 

The Lebanese military com- 
mand had earlier reported a tank- 
fire dnel between foe Lebanese 
army and the Israeli army in tbe 
Jezzine area, but foe Israeli army 
spokesman who reported the 
SLA death would not confirm the 
tank battle. 

Tbe tank battle was tbe biggest 
of its kind since foe newly res- 
tructed Lebanese army was de- 
ployed in South Lebanon in 1991. 
■ The Lebanese military re- 
ported six civilian injuries as a 
result of Israeli tank-fire on the 


village of Kfar Milki, 10 
kilometres southwest of Jezzine. 

The Israeli army spokeswoman 
said foe dash between the SLA 
and guerrillas belonging to the 
Iranian-backed fundamentalist 
Hizbollah movement followed 
the dtetonation of a radio- 
operated roadside bomb in SLA* 
controlled territory. 

Two SLA troopers were lightly 
injured in the blast, said foe 
spokeswoman. The SLA re- 
sponded with light weapons fire 
on Hizbollah bares, she said, 
prompting a return of mortar, 
which mortally wounded the SLA 

(Co ntinu e d on page 3) 


French Socialists hope to escape total rout 


PARIS (R) — France’s outgoing 
Socialists, fearful of being buried 
by a conservative landslide, have 
appealed to voters for last-minute 
support in Sunday's second round 
fo elections to keep the voice of 
foe left alive. 

The centre-right Union for 
France (UPF) opposition alliance 
ret foe stage for a crushing victory 
in- last Sunday’s first round of foe 
general election, as voters 
punished the Socialists for rising 
unemployment and corruption 
scandals. 

There were no campaigning or 
political statements Saturday, a 
pre-poll day of reflection. 

Analysts concentrated on the 
issues still to be settled in Sun- 
day’s run-off vote — the size and 
breakdown of foe conservative 
majority, foe fate of leading 
Socialists fighting for their par- 
liamentary seats and whether or 


not the ecologists and foe far- 
right National Front can snatch a 
seat or two. 

Commentators said that even 
with a swing in their favour, ^he 
Socialists would be lucky to clinch 
80 seats in the 577-seat National 
Assembly. With just 17.6 per cent 
of the vote in the first round, they 
could slump to 40 seats from the 
277 they worf in foe last elections 
in 1988. 

The Communists, suffering less 
of a decline, took 92 per cent of 
foe first round vote and are set to 
win about 15 seats. 

The UPF alliance of ex- 
Premier Jacques Chirac’s Gaullist 
Rally for the Republic (RFR) and 
former President Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing’s Union for French 
Democracy (UDF) is likely to 
win 500 or more seats. 

Former Prime Minister and 
Socialist Party leader Laurent- 


Fabius appealed for a leftist 
surge, saying tbe scale of foe 
right’s majority would make 
France look like a banana repub- 
lic. 

He said foe Socialists could fail 
to win the 58 seats, one tenth of 
tile assembly needed to call votes 
of no-confidence. 

Former Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard, hoping to run for presi- 
dent when Francois Mitterrand 
steps down in 1995 bnt fighting 
for his parliamentary seat, pre- 
dicted a “one-legged” assembly. 

But newspaper said the Social- 
ists could not realistically expect 
much from foe 30 per cent of 
voters who abstained last week or 
from ecologist supporters whose 
candidates are almost all Out of 
the running. 

“Despite foe hopes placed by 
the left in a rebound it should not 
be forgotten that the second 


round generally confirms or am- 
plifies the first round,” said the 
daily liberation. 

The UPF scored 39.5 per cent 
of foe vote and won 80 seats 
outright last week, leaving 497 
seats to be decided. 

Liberation quoted political ' 
analyst Pierre Martin as saying 
the Socialists were assured of 20 
seats, hkely to win another 23 and 
less Kkely to win a further 24. 

Among top Socialists battling 
for their seats are Mr. Rocard, 
Mr. Fabius, Prime Minister Pier- 
re Beregovoy, Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas and Education 
and Culture Minister Jack Lang . 

An ecologist alliance, which 
scored a disappointing 7.6 per 
cent of die vote in the first round, 
has just two candidates, "both 
women, left m the second round!. 
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I New U.N. 
team in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
new U.N. inspection team ar- 
rived in Baghdad Saturday with a 
message that sanctions would not 
be lifted unless Iraq complied 
with Security Council Gulf war 
resolutions. 

“The special commission de- 
cided to conduct a monitoring of 
Iraqi capability in different areas 
including foe missile area,” said 
senior inspector Nikita Smido- 
vitch, a Russian. 

The eight-member was sent 
into Iraq by the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM), cn-, 
trusted with dismantling its 
weapon programmes, only hours 
after Baghdad was served with a 
surprisingly milder warning at 
U.N. headcpiarters in New York. 

The United States, Britain, 
France and Russia told Iraq's 
U.N. ambassador his country re- 
mained in violation of Security 
Council resolutions. 

Recently, Iraq bas not been 
challenging U.N. weapons in- 
spectors or flight bans in a major 
way, apparently offering an olive 
branch to the new American 
president. But the United States 
and its allies wony that Iraq will 
get tough again after Monday 
when the council is expected to 
keep in place crippling economic 
sanctions against Iraq. 

The council reviews foe sanc- 
tions against Iraq every two 
months, and has been routinely 
renewing them because of what it 
sees as Baghdad’s continued non- 
compliance with U.N. resolutions 
passed after Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. Mon- 
day’s review is receiving particu- 
larly close attention because it is 
tbe first since President Bill Ctin- 
ton completed a review of U.S: 
policy towards Iraq. 

The first clue of that new policy 
was when the Ginton administra- 
tion moved away from personalis- 
ing the conflict. President George 
Bosh and his aides had repeatedly 
tied lifting of sanctions to Presi- 
dent Saddam’s ouster. Mr. G& 
ton's approach is to base U.S. 
pobey on less a political and more 
a legal basis, namely compliance 
with U.N. resolutions. 

The new approach was re- 
flected in a statement the ambas- 
sadors of the United States, 
France, Britain and Russia issued 
at the United Nations after meet- 
m Friday with Iraq’s envoy, 
Nizar Hamdoun. 

The allies said they bad deli- 
vered a “cautionary message” to 
Mr. Hamdoun, warning that “any 

provocative actions by Iraq would 

receive a firm response from the 
coalition.” 




a v TIMES. SUNDAY, 


Motive eludes 
FBI probe into 
New York blast 




NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
investigation of the World Trade 
.Centre bombing has achieved 
'more in a month than any law 
enforcer dared predict in the 
frantic days after the blast. But 
•despite five arrests and the dis- 
tcovery of the bomb's ingredients, 
•the plotters’ motive remains un- 
known. 

Investigators were bn the trail 
dof another suspect, described as a 
cab driver and onetime room- 
mate of Mohammad Salameh, 
the first person arrested in con- 
nection with the explosion. They 
■also were tracing thousands of 
dollars from abroad. 

And they were trying to find a 
motive in the Feb. 26 blast that 
lulled six people and injured 
more than 1,0(X). 

\ At least one and perhaps two 
suspects may eventually help pro- 
vide those leads. 

_ Bilal A1 Kaisi, 27, who surren- 
dered Wednesday, has provided 
Some leads to investigators, a 
federal law enforcement source 
said Friday. 

.'Also Friday, the Los Angeles 
Times reported that another sus- 
pect, Mahmud Abu Halima, 
cooperated with authorities in 
"Egypt before be was returned to 
die United States. 

^vBut Mr. Aba Hatima’s lawyer, 
Jesse Berman, said his cheat was 
Tbunmd, beaten, hung like a 
piece of meat" and forced to 
make false admissions while de- 
tained in Egypt. 

' The two instances mark the 
first time investigators have said 
any of the five people in custody 
hare provided assistance. 

- IjVhile Mr. Kaisi denied any 
pnohrement in the bombing, “he 
has provided leads,” a federal 
investigator speaking on the con- 
dition of anonymity told the 
Associated Press. He declined to 
elaborate. 

- One federal investigator said 
Friday that some experts are 
leaning towards the theory that 
the attack was “a home-grown 
idea thought up by a group of 
loosely connected people” and 
not sponsored by an established 
organisation or foreign power. 

‘ “But this theory .can change 
tomorrow , 7. said the investigator, 
who spoke bn cordition of anony- 
mity. “We just don't know the 
reason for it.” 

Equally confusing was the sus- 
pects' failure to evade detection. 

The men charged with the 
attack used their names and had 
incriminating evidence in their 
homes, according to investiga- 
tors. They lived, worshiped, pro- 
tested, ate and banked together. 

“What hits you in the face is 
the lack of concern for the safety 
of the cell by whoever planned 
this thing,” said Mike Ackerman, 
a security consultant and former 
intelligence agent. 

The big break was the discov- 
ery, two days after the bomb 
shattered the centre’s basement 
garage, of a metal shard with a 
vehicle identification number. 
That pointed the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) to the van 
that apparently contained the 
bomb and to Mr. Salameh, who 
had rented it using his own name. 

The bombers should have 
known their bomb was not 
powerful enough to pulverise the 
van and eliminate it as evidence, 
Mr. Ackerman said. 

A search of Mr. Salameh 's 
apartment uncovered bomb mak- 
ing equipment and led investiga- 
tors to a storage shed containing 
*the chemicals they believe were 
•used to make the bomb, 
i On the rental form Mr. 
Salameh had listed the address of 
ibrahim AI Gabrowny. In- Egyp- 
tian living in New York, arrested 
&ftcr be allegedly elbowed federal 
agents sent to search his apart- 
jnent. 

j Mr. Salameh was carrying the 
justness card of Nidal Ayyad, a 


chemical engineer, and telephone 
records showed that on the day 
before the bombing Mr. Salameh 
repeatedly railed Mr. Ayyad at 
his office from a pay phone near 
the storage shed. 

Mr. Ayyad was arrested at 
home, where investigators say 
they found a timing device similar 
to those used in bombings. 

Mr. Salameh, Mr. Ayyad and 
Mr. Gabrowny had taken part in 
demonstrations to support Al 
Sayyid Nosair, an Egyptian who 
was tried and acquitted in the 
slaying of radical Rabbi Meir 
Kahane, and they worshiped at 
die same mosques. 

These connections helped steer 
investigators to another member 
of their circle — Mr. Abu Hali- 
ma. While Mr. Abu Halima did 
leave town, be left behind enough 
evidence in his apartment to be 
indicted. He committed a most 
basic mistake — he went home, 
bis father’s bouse in Egypt, where 
be was picked up. 

Much of the known evidence 
lends itself to other explanations. 
Mr. Ayyad’s lawyer, for instance, 
said his client received none of 
Mr. Salameh’s rails on the day 
before the bombing because be 
was in a company safety commit- 
tee meeting. He had a joint 
account with Mr. Salameh, the 
attorney said, for a candy dis- 
tribution business like the one 
Mr. Ayyad used to put himself 
through college. 

The suspects’ conduct sug- 
gested a defence: If we arc the 
bombers, why did not we try 
harder to cover op or get away? 

The FBI learned Mr. Abu 
Halima was in Egypt from his 
brother, who later was asked by 
reporters about the revelation.” 
Why not?” the brother said. “We 
have nothing to hide.” 

* There’s at least one more 
suspect out there,” Jim Lamb, 
FBI spokesman in Newark, New 
Jersey, said. He said investigators 
were still trying to locate die 
suspect. 

He refused to be more specific,! 
but a senior FBI official said| 
earlier this week that the circle of’ 
suspects in the case was narrow- 
ing 

FBI Director William Sessions 
and New York Director James 
Fox said Thursday they saw no 
signs the bombing was part of any 
international campaign. 

Earlier in the probe, Mr. Fox 
had said that the execution of the 
bombing led to a “gut feeling” 
that one of the “old*fine” groups 
from the Middle East was poss- 
ibly behind the attack. 

Asked about his apparent, 
change of view, Mr. Fox said at a 
news conference: “I don’t have 
gut feelings any more.” 

Police said that SO calls of 
responsibility were received after 
the bombing, but none apparent- 
ly contained enough specifics to 
verify the claim. 

Defence lawyers and family 
members adamantly deny that 
those charged were involved in 
the blast. 

They say the six have ties that 
are common within a tight-knit 
immigrant community and can 
offer alibis for the time just be- 
fore the bombing. 

A newspaper said Friday the 
explosive device used in the trade 
centre bombing was made with 
compressed hydrogen gas and a 
timing mechanism typical of “ter- 
rorist” bombs. 

The hydrogen gas intensified 
the explosion and created a des- 
tructive fireball, unnamed inves- 
tigators told the New York 
Times. Initially, it was thought 
that only sulfuric and nitric adds 
and urea had been used. 

The day before the bombing, 
Mr. Salameh and another man 
waited at a Jersey City storage 
shed for a shipment of large 
cylinders of hydrogen gas, the 
Times said. 



U.N. council votes to takeover 

from U.S.-led force m Somalia 


were acting fidgety.” 

According to the accident re- 
port, the crash o ccur r ed eight 
blocks from a Jersey Gty storage 
company where the FBI found 
bomb-making material in a stor- 
age room rented by Mr. Salameh. 
*nie car was rented in Mr. 
Ayyad’s name from National 
Rentals System in Newark. 

A timing device similar, to 
those used in bombings was 
found in Mr. Ayyad's maplewood 
home, a prosecutor said Thurs- 
day during a court appearance in 
New York by Mr. Ayyad, Mr. 
Salameh and three other suspects 
in the case. 

The Journal also reported Fri- 
day that Mr. Salameh got into 
another car accident in Wood- 
bridge on Jan. 24. Mahmoud Aba 
Halima, another suspect in the 
bombing, lived in that city. 

It could not immediately be 
determined what vehicle was in- 
volved in the accidents. Author- 
ities say Mr. Salameh rented the 
van used to carry the bomb into a 
parking garage beneath the trade 
centre. 


UJS. Marines pass a Belgian checkpoint in the southern Somali port of Klgnayu on their way to a border 
town (AFP photo) 

Car accident may have GCC chief 
led FBI to blast suspect says I raq 

JERSEY" CITY (AP) — A car were acting fidgety.” onrj I ro rt 

accident last month may have led According to the accident re- dl I LI 1 1 Cll l 

the Federal Bureau of Investiga- port, the crash occurred eight 

tion (FBI) to one of the suspects blocks from a Jersey Gty storage _ - . iL 

charged in the World Trade Cen- company where the FBI found (JUbw till t/ClL 

tre bombing. bomb-making material in a stor- ■ 

A Jersey Gty police report age room rented by Mr. Salameh. DUBAI (R) — The man who 
placed chemical engineer Nidal The car was rented in Mr. takes over as bead of the six- 
A. Ayyad in a rental car driven Ayyad's name from National country Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
by Mohammad Salameh, the first Rentals System in Newark. cfl (GCC) on Thursday says be 
suspect arrested in connection A H .. believes regional neighbours Iraq 

with the blast. Mr. Salameh was fi ™ i w« and Iran stffl pose a threat to the 

involved in a collision with a . “S d ! n b seemity of the OS-rich Golf re- 

Bayonne. New toey, woman on ®°n- 

Feb. 16. 10 days before the E”*; r Sheikh Fahhn Al Qasami, who 

bombing that kilted sis and in- becomes secretaiy general of the 

jured more than 1,000. council on April 1, said Iraq's 

Donna Krand, 22, said she ^™ehand three other suspects to abandon its data to 

l^reed that the men with whom j^rnal also reported Fri- aml lry's on-htary pr^ 

she had a minor a cadent were rence on three deputed Gulf Hands 

also suspects in the bombing were a source ofwny for the six 

when the rental car agency sent a GCC ****•• 

notice demanding payment for “ Tbc Irat I i re 8 ime 

damage to the vthfie. threatens Kuwait, violates its 

“We checked the names on the bomblI,g - lived m ** aty * territory as well as United Na- 
slip and that's when we made the It could not immediately be tions ^Secur ity C ouncil resol n- 
connection,” Ms. Krand told the- d etermi ned what vehicle was in- tions,” the Emirates News Agen- 
Jersey Journal in Friday's edi- volved in the accidents. Author- cy (WAM) quoted Sheikh Fahim 
tions. T said, ‘my God, I hit the ities say Mr. Salameh rented the as saying on Friday, 
mad bombers.' When they hit van used to carry the bomb into a “Iran also has so far not given 
me, they kept going at first, parking garage beneath the trade a^y indication that it plans to 

stopping two blocks away. They centre. withdraw from the occupied is- 

T • lands, which does not help stabfl- 

l r 1 • vt n • a i ity in the region and is a worry for 

Marchers in U.S. capital 

denounce Iranian regime I Emirates (UAE) diplomat who 

o replaces Kuwait's Abdullah 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hun- Police officers blocked midday Bishara as secretary-general of 
dreds of Iranians rallied outside traffic along busy Washington the Riyadh-based regional nrilit- 
the White House and marched to streets while die demonstrators, ary and economic affiance set up 
the Capitol to protest Tehran's most of them U.S. residents. in 1982 by the six Gulf Arab ofl 
Islamic fundamentalist govern- made their way to the Capitol, states. 

mem. singing and chanting slogans. Of tbc UAE’s dispute with Iran 

“Fourteen years ago the Ira- Police estimated the crowd at over the three strategic Gulf is- 
nian people overthrew the Shah's about 900, while unofficial esti- lancfc. S heikh Fahim the 
dictatorship to establish freedom mates were more than double UAE “asks Iran as a Muslim 
and human rights in Iran, but (the that. neighbour ... to return what the 

late Ayatollah Ruhollah) Many of the women covered regime of the Shah took and to 
Khomeini seized the leadership their hair with long scarves in respond to by the UAE to 
of their movement. His medieval accordance with Islamic custom, solve the issue peacefully espe- 
regime has ruled Iran ever since,” but they said they strongiy dally that the UAE has historic 
Saleh Rajavi, a leader of the opposed Tehran’s religious-run and legal documents proving its 
National Council of Resistance, government, especially its treat- rights to and fiorerdanfr over the 
said at Friday’s demonstration. » ment of women. three islands.” 

The main component of the The National Council of Re-. The dispute reemerged a year 
National Counal of Resistance is sistance has accused Tehran of ago when Iran took measures on 
the Mujahedecn-e-Khalq, a one- flagrantly abasing human rights the island of Abu Musa that were 
time leftist group. American and spreading terrorism abroad, by the UAE as tantamount 

administrations have been reluc- It also says the government has to annexation and a violation of a 
tant to recognise or support the executed 100,000 of its members 1971 agreement under which con- 
Mujabedeen, citing its ties to Iraq and imprisoned and tortured trol of the idanH was shared. 

— where it has its headquarters 150.000 more since 1979. An angry UAE also demanded 

and a well-armed force — and its Mohammad Mobadessin, the that Iran end its occupation of 
role in anti-American attacks in council's foreign relations direc- two other islands, tbeGrcat and 
the 1970s alien the group was tor, urged President Bill Clinton t <n?o» r Tunbs, that had been 
trying to overthrow the Shah. to recognise the group .and join occupied by the Shah, also in’ 
Mujahedeen leaders say they an arms and ofl embargo against 1971. 

have no alternative but to work Iran. 

from neighbouring Iraq and that In. an interview after his Diplomats say Iran has rcs- 
a now-defunct radical splinter speech, Mr. Mohadessm said be cinded_ its measures on Abu 
group was responsible for the had no indication of any shift in Musa, including its ban on third 
anti-American violence. They the administration's position to- counht y na tionals going to the 
have said they are committed to wards supporting the Mujabe- island without an Iranian poer- 
democracy and free elections and deen. nrit. 

espouse a modernized Islam gjv- “But I hope this will be the . But the UAE saw Iranian ac- 
ing women equal rights. case,” be said. tion on Abu Musa as uodennm- 

.... ■ ing the previous relations of trust 

Tm-flsan Timrc between the two countries, ft is 

Jordan limes now insisting that a settlement of 

Tdl 667X71 the row over all three islands is 

necessary. 


Marchers in U.S. capital 
denounce Iranian regime 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Hun- 
dreds of Iranians rallied outride 
the White House and marched to 
the Capitol to protest Tehran’s 
Islamic fundamentalist govern- 
ment. 

“Fourteen years ago the Ira- 
nian people overthrew the Shah's 
dictatorship to establish freedom 
and human rights in Iran, but (the 
late Ayatollah Ruhollah) 
Khomeini seized the leadership 
of their movement. His medieval 
regime has ruled Iran ever since,” 
Saleh Rajavi, a leader of the 
National Council of Resistance, 
said at Friday's demonstration. » 

The main component of the 
National Counal of Resistance is 
tbc Mujahedecn-e-Khalq, a one- 
time leftist group. American 
administrations have been reluc- 
tant to recognise or support the 
Mujahedeen, citing its ties to Iraq 
— where it has its headquarters 
and a well-armed force — and its 
role in anti-American attacks in 
the 1970s when the group was 
trying to overthrow the Shah. 

Mujahedeen leaders say they 
have no alternative but to work 
from neighbouring Iraq and that 
a now-defunct radical splinter 
group was responsible for the 
anti-American violence. They 
have said they are committed to 
democracy and free elections and 
espouse a modernized Islam giv- 
ing women equal rights. 


Police officers blocked midday 
traffic along busy Washington 
streets while the demonstrators, 
most of them U.S. residents, 
made their way to the Capitol, 
singing and chanting slogans. 
Police estimated the crowd at 
about 900, while unofficial esti- 
mates were more than double 
that. 

Many of the women covered 
their hair with long scarves in 
accordance with Islamic custom, 
but they said they strongiy 
opposed Tehran’s religious-run 
government, especially its treat- 
ment of women. 

The National Council of Re-, 
sistance has accused Tehran of 
flagrantly abasing human rights 
and spreading terrorism abroad. 
It also says the government has 
executed 100,000 of its members 
and imprisoned and tortured 

150.000 more since 1979. 

Mohammad Mobadessin, the 
council’s foreign relations direc- 
tor, urged President Bill Clinton 
to recognise the group .and join 
an arms and ofl embargo against 
Iran. 

in. an interview after his 
speech, Mr. Mohadessm said be 
had no indication of any shift in 
the administration's position to- 
wards supporting the Mujabe- 
deen. 

“But 1 hope this will be the 
case,” be sard. 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Council voted Fri- 
day to take over peacekeeping in 
Somalia from a U.S.-led force, 
sending in the largest and most 
powerful U.N. force in history. 

The 20,000-member force 
would replace U.S. troops who 
have been trying to feed and calm 
the war ravaged Horn of Africa 
country since December in what 
was originally intended as a brief 
relief mission. 

The U.N. troops would take 
over May 1, under the ambitious 
U.S. proposal adopted unani- 
mously by the 15-nation Security 
CoundL 

The force would cost $1.5 bil- 
lion, and would virtually run the 
country. 

It would return hundreds of 
thousands of refugees to their 
homes, dear land mines, set up a 
police force, help rebuild die 
economy and conduct talks on 
creating a new government. 

The Security Council autho- 
rised its troops to do whatever is 
necessary to maintain peace, dis- 
arm warring factions and protect 
relief workers. 

Their efforts would be on an 
even vaster scale than those 
under way in Cambodia, where 

22,000 peacekeeping troops and 
■civilians are trying to restore 
order and conduct elections after 
a devastating civil war. 

The largest U.N. force is in the 
former Yugoslavia, where 23,000 
troops and civilians are running 
relief operations and monitoring 
ceasefire agreements. 

In Somalia, the U.N. troops is 
to be under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Cevik Dir of 
Turkey. It would include U.S. 
troops — the first time a sizeable 


number of American soldiers are s»**™*"*~ 

under foreign command 10 a ^ ^ SoaA 

u N operation. Aastrafias troops shot dead sboam 

Pn^^nt George Bush sent ^ they came under fee *e 
troops into Somalia Dec. 9 to ^poundoftbe aid group 

wardoff famine in the central and ems Sans Fronnerram ^ central 
southern parts of the county, of Baidoa, a U.S. military 

Contingents from more than 20 spokesman said Saturday. 

countrirajOTQcdin aforce tiwt . nmxied fire ar 

numbered 37,000 troops at its . * ^11-1 and an / 


^S. officials repeatedly ac- 
cused the United Nations of drag- 
mug its feet in taking over the 
operation. U.N. officials coun- 
tered that they wanted the Amer- 
icans to restore order fast and 
needed time to design a compre- 
hensive, long-term operation. 

Hinting at Washington s im- 
patience, U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright told _ die 
council before its vote that it was 
time for the United Nations “to 
resume its rightful leadership 
role” in Somalia. 

She called the U.N. operation 
die “toughest coordination chal- 
lenge of its history.” 

Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali is asking the world to send 

28,000 combat troops and 8,000 
support troops. 

The United States is expected 
to provide most of the support 
troops and a 1,200-member com- 
bat force. U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary Les Aspin has said the total 
would be 3,000 to 5,000 U.S. 
troops. Washington has insisted 
On re taining co mman d of the 
combat troops. 

The U.S.-led effort in Somalia 
covers only 40 per cent of the 
country’s territory and involves 
only limi ted disarmamen t duties. 

The U.N. mission will be more 
dangerous — disarming more 
people, and over a larger area. 


‘They returned fire and one 
Somali was tolled and an Austra- 
lian wounded, although not 
seriously,” he said. . 

In another incident on Friday, 
a soldier from Botswana lost both 
legs when a grenade exploded, ft 
bad been banded in to him by a 
Somali child in Mogadishu. 

“He thought it was a dud gre- 
nade and so he put it down on the 
ground near to him. But quite a 
while later it exploded. We do 
not think it was intentional on 
the part of the child,” the spokes- 
man said. 

Bid to loot 
refuse truck 

Somali youths tried to loot a 
truck transportinng waste from 
U.S. military lavatories on Fri- 
day. 

The looters attacked the fully- 
loaded truck when it was leaving 
the military airport in Moga- 
dishu, U.S. military spokesman 
Major Ken Roberts told repor- 
ters. 

“The contracted, truck is used 
to dean liquid waste from our 
toilets and we are very glad the 
looteis (fid not manage to turn 
any valves,” !Maj. Roberts said. 

The driver of the . vehicle man- 
aged to shake off the looters, wbo 
appeared unaware of what the 
truck was carrying. 


Security Council calls for Kuwait 
progress at Cyprus talks i nte r ested 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) recognised only by Ankara. \ n /ii/inrt 

d.. 1 d.. /*■ L. /I The council statement said I 9 
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UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council called on 
the leaders of the Greek Cypriot 
and Turkish Cypriot communities 
Friday to cooperate with Secret- 
ary-General Boutros Ghali and 
make progress at forthcoming 
talks aimed at reuniting their 
divided island. 

Council President Terence 
.O’Brien .o^N ew Z ealand issued 
<be statement ‘nT'a’dvance of a 
scheduled March 30 .meeting by 
the secretary -general with Cyp- 
riot President Giafcos derides 
and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash to set a date for sub- 
stantive talks. 

There will be a resumption of 
negotiations adjourned last 
November between Mr. De- 
nktash and then-President 
George Vassiliou, who was defe- 
ated in elections last month by 
Mr. Qerides. 

The council statement, issued 
after private consultations, said: 
“The members of the council 
called on the leaders of the two 
communities in Cyprus to man- 
ifest their goodwill by cooperat- - 
ing fully with the secretary-gener- 
al so that the substantive direct 
negotiations which are doe to 
resume shortly will result in signi- 
ficant progress.” 

Council members “reaffirmed 
their position that the: present 
status quo is not acceptable and- 
that a mutually acceptable overall 
framework agreement should be 
achieved without delay,” based 
on a set of ideas which Mr. (3bali 
submitted to both sides last year 
and which the council has en- 
dorsed. 

Cyprus has been virtually parti- 
tioned since 1974 when Turkish 

oftbe &and*after a brief coup^bi 
Nicosia engineered by a military 
junta then ruling Greece. 

Tbc Turkish Qrpriots declared 
their own state in 1983 with Mr. 
Denktash as president but it is 


recognised only by Ankara. 

The council statement said 
members would continue to fol- 
low the Cyprus question and lend 
their active support to the secret- 
ary-general, who was asked to 
report on the outcome of the 
March 30 meeting: . 

Qypriot cooncO meets 

: The policymaking ‘ national* 
council convened Friday, shortly 
after a senior U.N. offidal- 
warned of a “last chance” for the 
reunification of the island. 

The meeting came a day before 
President Qerides leaves for 
U.N. head q uarters in New York. 

Government spokesman Yapimlm Cas- 
soulides said the meeting dealt 
with foe forthcoming New York 
talks, but declined to elaborate. 

The last-chance wanting was 
made by Oscar Camflion, die 
retiring special U.N. representa- 
tive for Cyprus, in a farewell 
interview with Cyprus Television 
Wednesday night. _ 

Mr. Camilion said the forth- 
coming talks in New York be- 
tween Mr. Qerides and Mr. De- 
nktash “may be tbc last chance 
for Cyprus.” 

“If these two veteran Cypriot 
politicians cannot find a way to 
resolve tbc problem of the di- 
vided island, then there is a dan- 
ger of a new status quo being 
created,” Mr. Camilion added. 

He left to take up his appoint- 
ment as defence minister of 
Argentina after serving as U.N. 
special representative in Cyprus 
for the past five years. 

Mr. Camilion appealed to the 
two Cypriot leaders to show “re- 
stxmsHrih'ty.” He added that “the 
Cypriots themselves must try to 
find a solution, accepting the fact 
that they roust share this island 
because no one from outside can 
provide a solution, or impose 
one.” 


arms project 

r aTRO (AP) — Kuwait is trying 

'try sources said Saturday. 

Sources speaking on condition 
‘of anonymity said the emirate 
was sending a military delegation 
to Cairo next week to discuss the 
future of die Arab Organisation 
for Industrialisation (AOI). 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and Qatar 
founded the organisation in 1975 
with capital of $1,04 billion. The 
Gulf states abandoned the pro- 
ject after Egypt made peace with 
Israel in 1979. Egypt’s attempts 
to keep its nine factories operat- 
ing have been hampered by l ock 
of money. 

When tiie three Gulf partners 
withdrew, they froze more than 
$200 million in project funds in 
foreign banks. With interest, 
those deposits now total more 
■than $670 million. The question 
of their disposal remains unre- 
solved. 

It was unclear how much 
money Kuwait is willing to pro- 
duce to reactivate the organisa- 
tion . AH four of the founding 
.countries contributed troops to 
the U.S.-led coalition that liber- 
ated Kuwait from Iraqi occupiers 
in February 1991. 

After Iraq’s 1990 invasion, 
there was talk of the four partners 
reviving the project to 
weapons for Kuwaitis to resist the 
occupation. No thin g came of 
that. 

Under Egyptian mwnagp m^ n t, 
■the Arab Organisation for Indus- 
trialisation is producing a wide 
variety of arms, ammunition 
equipment, with technological 
help from French, British, Amer- 
ican and BntaHao co m pan ies . 
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628543. 

Amenta* Catholic Chnrck Tel. 
771331. 

Ar-enUq Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SC Eptnfaa Chords Td. 771751. 
Aduiiu loteraatfoml Charch Td. 

657526. 

gM**dlcal Lathcm Church Tel: 

The Church df Jesu Christ at Lattar- 
2 Sffato Td. 823824, 654932 
Cbwch or Nbuh Tel 675691. 

WEATHER 

It wfll be relatively hot and winds 
wiH be somheasicriy modcntcTbS 
craning in the evening south westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, wind, ^ 
northerly moderate and seas rough. 

temp. 

Amman - 10/24 

Aqaba — 15/32 

Dextfs — 8/26 

Jordan VaBcjr 14 / 30 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's Ugh temperatures: Am- 
man 24. Aqaba 31. Hunwfiiy readings: 
Amman 17 per cent. Aqaba 17 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Azzcb .... 
Dr. Abdul WahabN adeem „ 
Dr. Wad Khartabed ........... 

Dr. frkhcr BUbcfai 

Ftnu pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy — 

A) Ascma pharmacy - 

Natanifch pharmacy — 

Al Salam ehaimaey — 

Yacoub p ha r ma cy ............. 

Sbmdsani pharmacy 

Naj^phvmacy 

DtBUh 

Dr. Akram AI Momani 

Alqnds pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yoeaef Awad .. 
Khahfch pharmacy 


Food Control Centro - < 

Civil Defence Department < 

Gvfl Defence Immediate 
Rescue * 

Gv3 D cfco cc Emergency 

Rescue Pottee 192, 621 MlJ 


Highway Fo&ce I 

Traffic PoEa: 1 

PoWcSeoafey Department 

Hold Complaints — I 

Price Complaints ....... ( 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 1 

Amman MuddpaEly 
C omplam a 

Telephone In fo r ma tion 

{directory amatancc) — 

Overseas Calls ..........I 

Central Amman T el e phone 

Rqpdn.... 1 

Abdafi Telephone Repiizs ... ( 

Jordan Television 1 

.Radio Jordan ‘ 

Water Authority ............... i 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... I 


El e ctri c P owe r 

Company 636381 

RJ ragntl u foc nu t i oo 08- 53200 

Queen ABa Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hfmcm Medical Centro 

Kha&fi Maternity, J. Arm . 
AfcScb Maternity, J. Ann.. 
Jabal Amman Maternity 1 ... 

MaBus.1. Amman 

Palestine. Shmrinni 

S hm d rani Hospital . .. ... 

University Hospital ........ 

AlMtwfacr Hospital 

The Music, Abdati 

'Al-Afcli. Abdaii 

haExn. Al-Muhajrcea 

Ai-Bastar, J. Ashcafieh 

Amy. Marta ._t 

Oncen ABa Hospital 

Amd Hospital — 1 ... 

ZARQA: 


.813813/32 
_ 64428 1* 
. 642441/2 
.... 64236S 

636140 

. 664171/4 

669131 

— 845845 
667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
674155 


Zarqa National Hospital _ (09 >900560 

P»&na Hospital (09)986732 

AHSsh Modem Horpitd (09)990990 


ntBUk 

Pr in c es s Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINafecsHoqxad (02)247] 00 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital — (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This in fo rm at ion u supfdiul by Roys} 
Jordanian (RJ) in fo rmati on depart-, 
meat at the Queen Aha Intcnmoaal 
Airport Td. (03)53200-5 . when k 
sbouid always be reriffed. 

ADOVAl S 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


— ■ Bearn ( 

Dubai, Abn Dhabi ( 

Doha, Babas f 

Madrid f 
•■■—-■ — Branch. Paris) 


ffcB London (RJ 

17*9 New York, Amsterdam (RJ 

Ifcts Athens I'RJ 

2fc» RorncfRjj 

2WS Raskfint, Geneva (RJ 

Othar Flights (Tarmlnal 2) 

1«0 Moacowsg 

IfcM LanmcafCYl 

1 * a * Bcarut (ME) 


Bpyrt Jordanian (RJ) FUghta 
(Tarmlnal 1 ) 


- 

- Beirut ( 

Frankfort ( 

Vienna j 

--™.. ....... Romc( 

Tams, Casablanca ( 

Malta. Frankfort ( 

- Ana **tdam,NewYorit| 

Athens ( 




....... Damascus 

— NcwDefiti 


Othar Flights (Tarmliial 2) 




— Abu Dhabi. Dnbd 
Sin S*P«=, Jakarta! 


Uppra tower jrt* fa fib pefc. 
52** 70W 550 

Banana (Mttkammar) 640/640 

Sa=r SS!IS 

— 150/100 

uraoo ........ 370/300 

ESESSfil 300 / 200 

Marrow (smaflj 440/350 

ftppg foot) Laoo/fflS 

2 600/40ol 

.......... isweo 

a P uiaclJ - 120/60 
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Home News 



SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 1993 * 


Jordan’s team to head Cabinet selects teams for 
^ N ^ amascus meeting various international meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign said. “is a eood occasion to re- O 


(Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber and 
bead of the Jor danian delegation 
to the Arab-Israeli bilateral nego- 
tiations Abdul Salam A1 Majali 
leaves Amman for Damascus 
Sunday morning to attend a coor- 
dination meeting of Arab stares 
involved in the Middle Hast peace 
process. 

Dr. Abn Jaber told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that he 
hoped the meeting would contri- 
bute to enhancing coordination 
among Arab states participating 
in the peace process so as to boost 
their negotiating stands. 

This meeting. Dr. Abn Jabe” 


said, “is a good occasion to re- 
view developments in the Palesti- 
nian expellees issue and its effects 
on the peace process.” He added 
that the meeting would also dis- 
cussed the outcome of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher's visit to the region and 
Arab- American contacts which 
aim to create the proper atmos- 
phere to resume the negotiations, 
stalled since last December when 
Israel expelled more than 400 
Palestinians to South Lebanon. 

Jordan’s delegation to the 
meeting includes ambassadors 
Nayef AJ Hadid and Nayef Al 
Qhadi. 


HOME NEWS 1H BRIEF 

Royal Decree approves new courts 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Saturday 
approving the statutes of civil courts in Jordan. The decree 
included the endorsement of the creation of a First Instance Court 
in Ajkran district and Peace Courts m Jiza, Amman, Dhiban, 
Madaba, Ein Basha, Karak, Hussemieh, Ma’an. Rweished and 
Mafraq. 

Oman, UAE to attend labour meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour Abdul Karim AJ Kabariti 
. received Saturday at the Ministry of Labour Omani Ambassador 
to Jordan Mohammad Ben Sultan A1 Busaid and UAH Ambassa- 
dor Mohammad Jassim Shikir in separate meetings. Mr. Kabariti 
received from the ambassadors their governments' acceptance to 
participate in the Arab Labour Conference which will be held in 
Amman in the beginning of April. The two countries will be 
represented at the conference by their labour ministers. Mr. 
Kabariti discussed with the two ambassadors the agenda of the 
conference and possible means to bring it to a successful end. 

Minister, JMA head discuss incentives programme 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Aref Batameh and Ishaq 
Maraqa, President of the Jordanian Medical Association (JMA), 
Saturday discussed matters related to the introduction of a special 
. incentives system for Jordanian doctors as approved by the 
Council of Ministers last year. They stressed the need to introduce 
some amendments to the projected system with a view to raising 
to 60 rather than SO per cent the total amount of allowances to be 
given to doctors as incentives, as demanded by JMA. Dr. 
Bataineh said he would recommend this amendment to the 
Council of Ministers. 

House to hear report on agriculture 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament will hold a 
session Sunday and hear a report by its Agricultural Committee 
on the agricultural situation in Jordan. The house is also expected 
to discuss a Parliamentary Committee report on the appointments 
of civil servants irf government offices. On Monday afternoon, the 
Lower House plans to resume discussions. 

Jordan’s envoy promotes relations with Belgium 

BRUSSEHS^Be&a) — JoiifiOn’s Ambassador to Belgium Talal A1 
Hassan has held talks with amUmbCr of Belgian officials in order 
to promote Jordanian-Belgian relations. He discussed economic 
mid trade links with the Minister of Foreign Trade and reviewed 
preparations for a joint Jordanian-Belgian economic committee 
meeting to be held in Amman in May. 

Al Bashir hospital to open more pharmacies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Al Bashir Government Hospital in Amman 
- plans to open additional pharmacies affiliated to its central 
pharmacy in order to accommodate the growing number of 
patients. A hospital official said arrangements are being made to 
introduce a system by which these brandies would be provided 
with updated lists of available drugs and their prices. 

Sheep to get Brucellosis vaccine 

• AQABA (Petra) — As of next Saturday the Agriculture 
Department here plans to launch a vaccination campaign to 
. immunise sheep against Brucellosis. The campaign win be carried 
out in Diri, Tweisi and Rum and will continue for one week. 

Palestinians non-committal 


(Continued from page 1) 

forfeit going if that's what it takes 
to let the Israelis know we mean 
it," said an Amman-based PLO 
official. 

•While most diplomats are 
banking on a definite "yes" from 
foreign ministers of Lebanon. 
Syria and Jordan in Damascus, 
some say that the Arab parties 
will, like the Palestinians, refrain 
from making a definite commit- 
ment to going to the talks. 

“There is a chance that the 
foreign ministers will say we are 
waiting for a commitment from 
Israel not to expel any more 
Palestinians and once that comes 
we will all go," said a Jordanian 
diplomat on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The more-likely scenario, most 
political observers say, is that the 
Arab countries represented at the 
Damascus meeting will affirm 
that they will attend the talks. 

Jordan may still insist that it 
will not go except as an entire 
delegation with the Palestinians, 
some observers say. 

“Ihe Palestinians are expected 
to go to Washington in late April, 
but it is most likely that their 
answer will not come until they 
have received assurances from 
the Americans about Israeli in- 
tentions to stop expelling Palesti- 
nians,” added the Jordanian di- 
plomat. 

' A committal by Israel to begin 
applying U.N. resolutions 242 
and 338 is also a request which. 


Mr. Husseini, who is currently in 
Washington, is following up on. 

The other option for the 
Palestinians is not to go to the 
talks until all its requests are 
officially met Such a position, 
political observers say, is likely to 
create a political impasse in the 
peace process on the Palestiman- 
Israeli track which will hurt the 
Palestinians more than the 
Israelis. , 

“Every day wasted in the 
talks is a day where Israeli gains 
more ground in the West Bank,” 
said a Palestinian close to the 
talks. 

A major point of rebuttal will 
come whether the assurances not 
to expel and to abide by U.N. 
resolutions will come directly 
from the Israelis or through the 
American government 

Dr. Abdul Shafi told Jordan 
Television before leaving for 
Damascus that the Palestinians, 
wanted a direct Israeli commit- 
ment. The PLO leadership in 
Tunis has indicated that Amer- 
ican guarantees would be suffi- 
cient. 

Observers believe that the. 
Israelis will not make public con-* 
cessions but will give a green light 
to the American administration 
to do so on their behalf. 

The Palestinians m the occu- 
pied territories, observers say, 
wiD not be happy with such move 
but will be willing to see if the 
next round brings them any closer 
to an end to foe occupation. 


3 killed in South Lebanon violence 

(Continued from p y l) Lebanese troops and Hizbol 


man.. 

Israeli and SLA gunners inside 
Israel’s self-styled "security 
zone” also fired dozens off 
artillery, shells into foe villages of. 
TnlHn Al Toufah mountain ridge, 
46 kilometres south of Beirut, 
killing two civilians and wounding 
nine, sources said. 


Lebanese troops and Hizbollah 
guerrillas fired back with artillery 
and mortars at SLA positions in 
foe area, the sources added. 

HizboDah guerrillas, who have 


ana allied forces daring the last 
few weeks, launch attacks from 
Iqlim Al Toufah against the 15- 
ktiometre-deep buffer strip. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of Ministers Saturday formed Jor- 
dan's delegation to the pan-Arab 
Conference on Population doe to 
open in Amman on April 4, 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The conference, organised by 
the U.N. Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia. 
(ESCWA), foe U.N. Fund for 
Population Activities. (UNFPA) 
the Arab League, wiD be held in: 
two stages: A technical stage and 
a min isterial stage. 

Jordan will be represented at 
the meetings by a delegation led 
by Minister of Planning Ziad 
Fariz. The Jordanian team will 
comprise representatives of the 
Ministry of Education, the Minis- 
try of Higher Education, the 
Nationu Population Commis- 
sion, the Miniary of Social De- 


velopment, the Department of 
Statistics, and Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), among other 
organisations. 

The Cabinet Saturday also 
formed Jordan’s delegation to the 
21st meeting of the Islamic Fore- 
ign Ministers to be held in 
Karachi, Pakistan between April 
24-29. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu' 
Jaber will lead the Jordanian 
delegation to the meeting. 

The Cabinet formed Jordan’s 
delegation to the Annual Meeting 
of Governors of the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Soda] D& 
velopment (AFESD) to be held 
in Damascus on Apnl 14 and 15. 
Dr. Fariz will also head this 
Jordanian team. 

In addition the Cabinet 
approved Jordan's participation 

in the 17th meeting of foe united 


Nations Environmental Program- 
me (UNEP) to open in Nairobi 
Kenya on May 10 and delegated 
Minister of Social Development 
Amin Awad Mashaqbeh to 
attend the meeting. 

According-to foe Cabinet state- 
ment, the Nairobi meeting will 
discuss issues pertaining to the 
implementation of foe June 1992 
Earth Summit recommendations. 

The Cabinet endorsed a deri- 
sion to distribute technical and 
capital assistance from Germany 
to Jordan. 

It was derided that DM 3 mil- 
lion will finance feasibility studies 
by foe Water and the Jordan 
Valley Authorities. 

The Council of Ministers also 
approved of a plan for the second 
stage of the Aqaba Thermal Pow- 
er Station. 


Engineers, contractors fear 
cement shortage this summer 


Officials report 18 deaths over £ Eid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 18 
persons died and more than 500 
others were injured during the ‘Eid 
Al Fitr holiday which ended Friday 
evening, according to sources at 
die Public Security Department. 
(PSD), foe Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) and local hospital- 
The CDD reported that it was 
called to extinguish 35 fires. CDD 
personnel provided first aid to 
287 cases and rescued four people 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 
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if Exhibition entitled the 
Memory of SHk, displaying 
traditional Jordanian and 
Palestinian costumes, 
shawls, carpet*, pottery 
copperware, from the 
Widad Kawar collectioa — 
at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

..vjmp WKNI - 

☆ Play entitled “The Death of 
Thebes*’ at the Royal 
Cultural Centre’s mala 
theatre at 8 p.m. 


« • j v L 4 =r e 


Concert by foe rock’n roll 
due of Bifly Stevens and 
Scott Abn at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan’s Prfaice 
Hassan Auditorium at 4 

pjn. 


U.N. envoy: 

No quick fix 
In Somalia 

(Continued from page 1) 
famine and said be hoped security 
conditions could be improved to 
enable them to do their work. 

“You have to be deaf, dumb 
and blind not to underatand their 
problems.. .wt wQl never take out all 
foe risk from foe equation, but I 
hope we will be able to help 
them. We will never be able to 
protect them perfectly,” be said. 

Adm. Howe said he believed 
the U.N. had the support of 
Somalis. 

“There are people who are fed 
up with war and chaos and they 
want to rebuild their country. We 
could not get off the ground 
without the great Somali peo- 
ple,” he said. 

U.S. show of strength 

A U.S. amphibious landing 
force, backed by air cover, rum- 
bled north from the volatile 
Somali port of Kismayu Saturday 
to dissuade further feuding by 
warlords. 

Low-flying AV-8 Harrier fight- 
er jets and Cobra helicopters 
provided air cover for foe con- 
voy, heading towards the town of 
Doble, on the Kenyan border. 
The town is headquarters of Kis- 
mayu’s dominant warlord, 
Mohammad Said Hersi, also 
known as General Morgan. 

The 4,209-strong U.S. amphi- 
bious troops force arrived in Kis- 
mayu by sea Thursday for a 
three-day operation which fol- 
lowed reports that Gen. Mor- 
gan’s rival, Omar Jess, planned 
an offensive. 

,c We are attempting to intimi- 
date an individual or two. We 
want to let people know we can 
come in quickly and do an opera- 
tion,” Staff Sergeant Norman 
North told Reuters. 

Forres loyal to Gen. Morgan, 
now the dominant warlord in the 
area, drove out thousands of Jess 
'supporters from Kismayu last 
month. The U.S. military, de- 
nying it supported Gen. Morgan, 
ordered his gunmen out and later 
said he haa complied. 


from either fire or drowning dur- 
ing the holiday, the report said. 

The 18 reported deaths were 
the result of road accidents, 
shootings, physical assaults or 
natural causes. 

Many of the injured were chil- 
dren who sustained bodily harm 
during family quarrels or from 
fires. 

The PSD reported the murder 
of a young man in Mafraq gov- 


RJ opens meeting 
on airport services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ), the national air car- 
rier, Saturday opened a 3-day 
airport services conference 
attended by directors of 50 RJ 
Stations as well as air transport 
departments. 

Underlining the importance of 
coordination between directors of 
RJ stations and RJ departments, 
RJ Chief Executive Officer and 
President Mahmoud Jamal Bal- 
qez said that such coordination 
would ultimately result in better 
services to the passengers. 

In his address at the opening 
session Mr. Balqez said that RJ’s 
sendees are of paramour import- 
ance to its passengers. 


Executive Vice President of 
Marketing and Services Akel Bil- 
taji also addressed the session 
and outlined the most important 
issues to be reviewed at the con- 
ference, including, the perform- 
ance of RTs 44 stations world- 
wide, issues related to reserva- 
tions catering and freight. 


He said participants will take 
part in specialised workshops to 
discuss several issues related to 
airport services and station op- 
erations. 

Mr. Balqez has ruled that con- 
ferences on airport services be 
held annually similar to the RJ 
marketing and sales conferences. 


nts will take 


NewU.ISL team.arrives in Iraq 


(Coufoned from page 1) 

The statement said Iraq con- 
tinued to violate U.N. resolu- 
tions. But the statement was less 
harsh than earlier warnings the 
United States and its allies issued 
daring the Bush administration. 
It omitted any reference to Presi- 
dent Saddam and assured Bagh- 
dad that the allies were “commit- 
ted to foe preservation of the 
territorial integrity of Iraq and to 
easing the suffering of the civilian 
population.” 

Under the terms that ended foe 


1991 Gulf war over Kuwait, Iraq 
is obliged, among other things, to 
declare and scrap all its weapons 
of mass destruction and accept a 
long-term U.N. monitoring of its 
banned weapons potential. 

U.N. inspectors say they have 
not yet accounted for about 200 
of Iraq’s former Scud missile 
arsenal of 890 rockets. Iraq says it 
has nothing more left to declare. 

The Gulf war ceasefire terms 
compel Iraq to rid itself of mis- 
siles with a range greater than 150 
kilometres along with the means 
of producing them. 


French Socialists hope for survival 


(Continued from page 1) J 
One of them, Green spokes- 
woman Dominique Voynet, 
stands some chance of election 
after receiving enthusiastic back- 
ing from the Socaflists. 

Jean-Marie le Pen's National 
Front, with 12.5 per cent of the 
vote list week and 100 candidates 
still in foe running, could win two 
seats. 

Mr. Chirac's RPR is set to beat 
its UDF partner and become the 
largest group in Parliament, leav- 
ing the way open for Mr. Mitter- 
rand to pick the RPR’s favoured 
candidate, 63-year-old former Fi- 
nance Minister Edouard Balla- 
dur, as prime minister. 

Mr. Mitterrand, facing a repeat 
of the power-sharing of 1986-88 


when the right was last m govern- 
ment, has a free hand in picking 
foe premier. 

Mr. Chirac, who has ambitions 
to succeed Mr. Mitterrand and 
does not want foe premier’s job 
again himself, on Friday retracted 
a demand that the president res- 
ign following the elections. His 
dimbdown came after Mr. Mit- 
terrand suggested he might look 
to UDF for his choice of prime 
minister. 

Polling stations open at 8 a.m. 
(0600 GMT) Sunday and close at 
6 p.m. In rural areas, 7 p.m. in 
towns and 8 p.m. (1800 GMT) in 
the big cities, including Paris. 
Television will broadcast first re-, 
suits and reliable computer pro- 
jections at 8 p.m. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Beirut University College Alumni Club (B.U.C.) 
announces the arrival of 

Mrs. Layla Dagher, 

Director of Public Relations in the college, 

who will be glad to receive all students and. 
parents interested in application forms and 
information about the college in Amra Hotel 
between 4-6 p.m. Sunday the 28th and Monday 
the 29th. of March. 


From 1 st of April 1993 
/llitalia 

flies three times weekly 
from AMMAN to ROME 
WED - FRI - SUN 
and to DUBAI on TUE 

For reservation / schedule information , Please 
contact your travel Agent 
or ALITALIA Tel .625203-636038 
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em orate, who was attacked and 
stabbed by an assailant 

Police sources in Mafraq said 
the stabbing incident resulted 
from a feud between the two 
men. 

The PSD also reported the 
death of a 28-year-old woman 
identified as Hanan Fahmawi 
who was burnt in a fire that 
engulfed her home in Hay Nazzal 
district of Amman. 


By Oddi Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan En- 
gineers Association (JEA) and 
foe Jordanian 'Contractors Asso- 
ciation (JCA) have voiced 
apprehension of another cement 
crisis in Jordan this summer simi- 
lar to the one that occurred last 
year. 

A cement crisis is inevitable 
because the causes of last year’s 
crists still exist and there has been 
no advance coordination among 
the concerned parties to avoid 
another, said JEA President Hos- 
ni Abu Gfaaida. 

The volume of construction 
during the summeT of 1993 will 
not be less than summer 1992, 
when a total of six million square 
metres of construction were ex- 
ecuted, Mr. Abn Ghaida said. 

In addition, be said, foe gov- 
ernment construction projects 
this year are estimated to be 
greater in volume than those of 
last year. 

Mr. Abu Ghaida said foe problem 
will be compounded when the 
large number of people who have 
already acquired building licences 
for new homes set out to start 
their projects early this summer. 

His views and apprehensions 
were echoed by JCA President 
Khalil Haddadin who said an 
acute cement crisis was expected 


this summer for two reasons: 
First, the volume of projects is 
expected to be similar to that of 
last year, and second the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) is still exporting cement 
to other countries in large quanti- 
ties. 

Mr. Haddadin called for coor- 
dination between foe professional 
unions and the cement factory to 
overcome foe looming crisis in 
the summer. 

He said while the official price 
of a tonne of cement remains at 
JD 44. some merchants and pro- 
fiteers have been selling a tonne 
for JD 75. Reacting to these 
comments, cement factory direc- 
tor Hatem Halawani said mea- 
sures are underway to avoid such 
a crisis this summer. 

“There won’t be a crisis this 
summer similar to that of last 
year because we are going to put 
on the market at least one quarter 
million tonnes of cement in adv- 
ance,” he explained. 

Mr. Halawani said that a con- 
tractor or an ordinary citizen 
bears the responsibility of refus- 
ing to be exploited and paying 
more than JD 44, for a tonne of 
cement in all parts of the country 
and not Amman alone. 

Those who feel that they had 
been cheated by the merchants, 
can resort to the local governors 
in their respective regions, he 


said. 

But the company is goiri 
ahead with exporting surplus ct 
ment to honour its commitment 
Mr. Halawani added. I 

He said an agreement has bee 
readied with the govemmeil 
whereby 2.4 million tonnes- tj 
cement would be sold in foe loc 
markets, up from 2.3 million to 
nes last year. 

Factoiy sources said Jordan! 
cement has been exported 
Thailand, Singapore, Ban 
ladesh, Yemen, Sudan, and Sa 
Arabia. 

In 1991 the company 
1.3 million tonnes of cement, 
no .figures for 1992 were 
available. 

They said the company, — 
last year produced 3 million to 
nes of cement, was expectin 
produce np to 3.5 million in 1 


Regardless of the 
with the go v er nm ent, foe com 
was ready to pump additi 
amounts of cement into the 
markets should the need 
Mr. Halawani maintained. 

He said this can be done 
reducing the amounts being e 
ported to foreign markets 
favour of the local market. 

Mr. Halawani said that ten 
tively, the company plans to e 
port around one million tonnes 
cement during 1993. 



Royal Jordanian President Mahmoud Jamal Balqez (centre) Saturday presides over the opening 
session of a 3-day airport services conference 


Al Amal cancer centre reports 
on progress, plans and finances 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In updating Al 
Amal Cancer Centre's Task 
Force figures of February 6, 
1993, Abdullah Al Kfaatib told 
the Jordan Times Saturday 
that the financial committee 
has taken delivery of nearly 
JD 5 million in cash plus JD 1 
million in lands, jewellery, 
cars, medical equipment and 
furniture, and is receiving JD 1 
million in instalments from 
donors who had pledged to 
finance foe project. 

The Jordan Cement Factor- 
ies Company (JCFC) has 
pledged 500 tonnes of cement 
needed for the project and the 
Islamic Development Bank has 
pledged S5 million in soft loans 
to help operate the centre, said 
Dr. Khatib, who steers the 
Task Force charged with the 
construction of the new cancer 
centre. 


Most of the pledges for foe 
construction and furnishing of 
the centre were made during 
the October 1992 campaign in 
Jordan , but nonetheless Jorda- 
nian citizens and organisations 
continue to offer financial and 
in-kind assistance without run- 
ning another campaign. Dr. 
Khatib said. 

He said, “We are going to 
need up to JD 13 million to 
fully build and equip the centre 
and JD 3 million will be 
needed to cover operational 
costs on an annual basis. 

Next week, the Task Force 
will host an engineering con- 
sultant from the Netherlands 
who will advise on the medical 
equipment required for foe 
centre. Dr. Khatib reported. 

The centre will offer patients 
medical treatment free of 
charge, added Dr. Khatib. 

According to Dr. Khatib a 
U.S. firm has just completed a 
study on the needs of Al 'Amal 


Cancer Centre and has pro- 
vided proposals and ideas on 
enlarging the present building 
and promoting the centre's ser- 
vices to cancer patients In 
other Arab countries as well. 

The U.S. team came to Jor- 
dan upon an invitation from 
Prime Minister Sharif Zdd 
Ben Shaker who chairs the 
Centre’s Task Force, said Dr. 
Khatib. 

The Task Force's technical 
committee is studying propos- 
als by firms concerning foe 
provirion of integrated services 
once the first stage of services 
becomes operational towards 
foe end of 1993, he pointed 
out. 

Dr. Khatib said the commit- 
tee is also involved in evaluat- 
ing foe achievements thus far, 
as well as the medical equip- 
ment that is to be installed 
prior to launching the first 
stage of services. 


AVIS A TOUS LES G1TYO YENS 
CAN AD1ENS RES1DANT EN 
JORDAN1E 

LA SECTION CONSUL AIRE DE L'AMBASSADE DU CANADA A 
r£CEMMENT ENVOYS UNE LETTRE A TOUS (TE) LES CANA- 
DIEN(NE)S EN JORDANIE QUI SONT ACTUELLEMENT IN- 
SCRIT(E)S DANS NOTRE REGISTRE A L’AMBASSADE. SI VOUS 
N’AVEZ PAS RECU UNE TELLE LETTRE, VOUS ET VOTRE 
FAMILLE N’ETES PAS INSCRITS A L’AMBASSADE. 

NOUS PRIONS TOUT CANADIEN RESIDANT EN JORDANIE 
QUI N’A PAS RECU UNE TELLE LETTRE DE CONTACTER 
L’AMBASSADE DU CANADA, SECTION CONSULAIRE, 
SHMEISANI, AMMAN, SOIT EN PERSONNE, SOIT PAR ECRIT 
(CP 815403, AMMAN) POUR VOUS INSCRIRE DES QUE 
POSSIBLE. 

Attention all Canadian citizens 
residing in Jordan 

The consular section of the Canadian Embassy in Amman has recently 
sent letters to all Canadians in Jordan who are currently registered with 
the embassy. 

If you have not received such a letter, you and your family are not 
registered with the embassy. 

All Canadians residing in Jordan who did not receive such a 
letter are urged to contact the Canadian Embassy, Consular 
Section, Shmeisani, Amman either personally or In writlna 
erice **° X Amman) to register at your earliest convent- 
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Big Brother, good friend 

U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton used for Mr. Boris 
Yeltsin the same words that his predecessor, George 
Bosh, used for Saddam H ossein in the intervention in 
the Gulf following the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. In an 
answer to a question by a T.V. reporter, Clinton said 
that he supported Russian President Yeltsin because 
the latter’s survival was essential for preserving Hie 
American “way of life.” In the lengthy interview with 
that reporter. Clinton went into a lengthy argument to 
back his theory that Yeltsin’s quest for near-absolute 
power was in the interest of the American people as 
well as American businesses. The U.S. president even 
suggested a nationalist Russia would be bad news for 
the U.S. 

The world, including good Americans — who voted 
Clinton in — had hoped that the return to power of 
liberal democrats like Clinton would change America’s 
foreign posture from a Republican-led aggressive 
power into one that would not only care for the welfare 
of its citizens but for the good of aD the peoples of the 
“global village. ’’Instead we hear nearly the same lines 
being repeated and the same polities pursued regard- 
ing Russia, Somalia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Russia 
and the Russians, it is true, appear to be neither 
communist nor nationalist, since it is probably too 
soon for them to decide on a final political future after 
the huge change from communism. Bat any policy by 
any country that does not address the interests of the 
U.S. and satisfy the American way of life — whatever 
that is — seems to be either communist or nationalist 
to the Americans. 

Russia, the U.S. has to remember, has chosen by its 
own will to rid itself of communism and is in the midst 
of defining its future. The people of Russia have 
endured under the totalitarian regjme of the Commun- 
ist Party and are determined' to ensure that they will 
not replace that regime with an autocratic one. Russia 
therefore should be allowed to decide its own fatnre as 
long as tbe process is being conducted within the 
framework of that country’s democratic and economic 
' liberalisation process as well as its international 
obligations. 

For the president of the U.S. to make pronounce- 
ment reminiscent of those that led to American 
intervention in the Gulf is scary. If everytime “the 
American way of life” is threatened the U.S. fines its 
muscles, people will see tittle hope of enduring peace as 
in fact nationalist movements all over the world try to 
assert their own interests. 

The interests of the U.S. cannot be as easily 
determined as by drawing a straight fine. 

For not only through cheap oil and open market 
could the U.S.* way of life be preserved. The more 
other peoples advance towards a better life the better 
U.S. businesses and interests will be served. The 
harder Russia and Third World countries are pushed 
against the wall the higher the degree of risk for 
American interests. The well-being of the inner dty 
dwellers of America to certainly not more important 
than the well-being of the dwellers of shanty towns in 
either Cairo or Rio. The U.S. should stop behaving 
like Big Brother and for a change should try the role of 
a good friend. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily Saturday said that the Arabs should stop relying on 
the United Nations Security Council to help implement Resolu- 
tion 242 and 338 saying that the occupied Arab lands can by no 
means be returned to tbeir legitimate owners through these 
resolutions. The world organisation, said the paper, has failed to 
force the Israelis to implement U.N. Resolution 799, which calk 
for the repatriation of Palestinian expellees to South Lebanon or 
respect the international legitimacy. For this reason, there can be 
no hope for the Arabs to see their usurped lands returned to 
them. On the other hand, said the paper, and while Israel escapes 
any punishment for scoffing at the U.N. resolution, the Iraqi 
people are forced to comply with resolutions which are humiliat- 
ing to them and causing them so much sufferings. Not a single 
voice has yet come out from Washington, London. Paris, Peking 
or Moscow demanding that Israel implement Resolution 799 or 
any others while these capitals continue to hold on to the so-called 
world legitimacy with regard to Iraq, added the daily. The paper 
' said that the Palestinian resistance fighters and the Iraqi people 
deserve solidarity from die Arabs while they continue to fall 
victims to tbe world legitimacy and continue to suffer as a result 
of injustice. 

; Sawt A1 Shaab daily commented on the Arab foreign ministers 
' meetings scheduled for Sunday in Damascus to cfiscuss the 
expellees question and the prospect of resuming the peace process 
‘ with Israel. There is no doubt that tbe Arab countries involved in 

■ the Damascus meeting are keen on ending the current deadlock in 
the peace process by helping to remove all the obstacles in its 
path, said the daily. But, it said, these obstacles have been placed 
by Israel and not by the Arabs or the Palestinians who have 
declared their willingness to resume the negotiations in Washing- 
ton next month on the condition that Israel renounces its 
expulsion policy. In the tight of the Damascus meeting and the 
pledges that would be given to the Palestinian delegation in 
Washington, the Arab states are bound to decide whether to go 

■ ahead with the negotiations, said the daily. What the Arabs most 
demand, said the paper, is an end to Israel's acts of terrorism and 
repressive measures tike detention, demolition of homes and 
kilting °f ti* Arabs as a condition for resuming the negotiations 
with the Israelis. The paper said that the peace negotiations 
diouid aim at achieving peace and must not be exploited by Israel 

cover for continuing its atrocities against the Palestinian 

people. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


‘By Dr. Fahed A1 Fanek 


Sustainable growth, at last 


HIGH GROWTH is not new to the Jordanian economy, but tbe 
previous high growth rate was superficial. It was induced by 
external factors such as Arab and foreign aid, remittances and 
loans. Now, we have a high economic growth of which, at least, 
half is sustainable. For the first time in a decade, the economy is 
growing at a faster pace than tl c population, thus improving the' 
standard of living which was deteriorating steadily. 

No one expects the Jordanian economy to grow at a double 
digit rate in real terms for many years. Such high growth is hard to 
come by in any country. Yet a growth rate of 10 per cent in 1993 is 
by no means ruled out. 

How did Jordan manage this economic boom against all odds, 
and why was this growth more real than the expansion of die 
seventies and early eighties? 

This time tbe external favourable factors have been accompa- 
nied by more important internal homework. It is true that Jordan 
received a lot of foreign aid in the aftermath of tbe Gulf crisis. But 
this time Jordan's internal bouse is set in order, and both -the 
economic and political reforms are working and gaming momen- 
tum, hand in band. 

It is the internal reforms that should get the credit for the major 
part of the flow of foreign exchange into the country. Without 
public confidence, capital flight would not have been stopped, let 
alone reversed, expatriates would not be sending most of their 
earnings back borne, and returnees would not be repatriating 
more and more of their savings to finance new investments in the 
country. 

Fbreign aid is of course crucial for the well-being of the 
Jordanian economy, at least during tbe coming five years. But 
foreign aid alone would not do the trick. It is no use putting 
money into a pocket with holes. It takes a healthy economy, a 
political democracy and real public participation to ensure 
dynamism and sustainability. 


The success of die structural economic adjustment p rocess in 
accordance with an International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved 
p ro g r amme not only induced foreign aid, and math: reduction of 
the foreign debt burden possible, it also spurred confidencem the 
economy and convinced entrepreneurs to start all kinds of new 
investments in construction, tourism, manufacturing and agri- 
cultural sectors and in a wide range of services. 

This time tbe growth is not artificial, there are enough signs that 
growth will continue. Uncertainties are still abundant, but they 
are not all on tbe negative side. In fact the future may give Jordan 
more opportunities to grow and consolidate its present economic 
achievements. 

Economic relations with Iraq, our main trading partner, will 
definitely be normalised sooner or later, which will create a jump 
in exports. 

Tbe peace process may come to a fruitful conclusion, which will 
give rise to foreign and Arab investments and give the Jordanian 
economy a push forward. 

There is a risk, however, that we may become less committed to 
the adjustment programme, think that the job is already finished 
and that we can resume living beyond our means. As things stand 
•now, there is no guarantee that we may not have a set-back, 
returning the country to its old practices, such as increased 
domination by the public sector, and allowing more deficits in tbe 
budget and tbe current account of the balance of payments. 

Tbe reason why we think that Jordan has not yet crossed the 
point of no return to the old ways is that our popular politicians, 
in the government and the opposition alike, are not yet ready to 
announce their final commitment to economic reform. They still 
prefer to criticise the programme and its measures even when they 
are allowing it to take its course. Moreover, public opinion is not 
yet sold on the programme and the official media are not 
interested in shouldenne tbe difficult mission. 


By Mourn Rabbani 

WHEN MEMBERS of the Israeli 
cabinet hinted that tbeir unpre- 
cedented expulsion of 400 sus- 
pected Hamas sympathisers en- 
joyed the tacit approval of 
Palestinians . aligned with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, they were roundly conde- 
mned for failing to understand 
that forcible expulsion is prob- 
ably the most emotive issue 
among Palestinians and that it is 
opposed as a matter of national 
principle rather than exploited 
for factional purposes. Similarly, 
statements by complicit Meretz 
leaders that the expulsions would 
strengthen the peace process and 
facilitate the opening of a direct 
dialogue between Israel and tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) were ridiculed as 
opportunistic ravings by a power- 
hungry clique hopelessly- alien- 
ated from reality. 

Nevertheless, such views did 
contain an inadvertent element of 
truth.' While fiercely opposed to 
the/ expulsions, virtually all 
Palestinians were relieved that 
Israel had finally furnished them 
with an appropriate instrument to 
expose tbe futility of the negotiat- 
ing process, underline the parti- 
san role of the United States, and 
thus justify a unilateral suspen- 
sion of negotiations until more 
equitable terms materialise. 

In other words, tbe crisis occa- 
sioned by the expulsions was, in 
view of die consistent frustration 
endured by tbe Palestinians since 
October 1991, one which was 
waiting to happen and requiring 
only a convincing provocation. 
And significantly, it was Yitzhak 
Rabin who made it all possible; 
his predecessor, determined to 
keep the Palestinians and Arab 
states shackled to the negotiating 
table until the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip bad been “irrevers- 
ibly” colonised, might never have 
provided tbe PLO with a plausi- 
ble rationale for suspending the 
peace process. 

What can the 
Palestinians hope for? 

The primary question, there- 
fore, concerns the substantive 
changes tbe Palestinians hope to 
achieve and their prospects for 


achieving them. At the most baric 
level, tiie current political strug- 
gle between Israel and the 
Palestinians is about the rela- 
tionship between the negotiations 
and the imperatives of interna- 
tional legality. The Palestinians 
are insisting that the negotiations 
be guided by and subordinated to 
the will of the international com- 
munity as represented by the 
Fourth Geneva Conventions, va- 
rious United Nations resolutions 
and similar documents, whereas 
Israel is determined to keep the 
two divorced from each other so 
as to consign the latter to irrele- 
vance. 

Tbe main battles fought so far 
in this regard, namely those over 
United Nations ana European 
Community participation in the 
negotiations and enforcement of 
Security Council Resolution 799 
(to say nothing of the “Madrid 
formula"), have been- settled de- 
risively in Israel's favour, in the 
most recent example, the Palesti- 
nian defeat'Was so overwhelming 
that Mr. Rabin felt sufficiently 
confident to publicly boast that 
his bilateral deal with die U.S. 
upheld his “right” to engage in 
further expulsion. Under such 
circumstances, any Palestinian re- 
turn to the negotiating table 
would be smridal; h would en- 
dorse tire total exclusion of the 
international community and 


pillar of its Middle East policy 
unravel. 

Unfortunately, however, this is 
as unlikely to materialise as it was 
in 1984 or has been ever since.. 

Thus, tbe Palestinians are very 
much on their own, and have 
little to look forward to, not 
even, it seems, a renewal of their 
“dialogue of the deaf’ with, a 
minor State Department func- 
tionary. Similarly, on the Israeli 
front, die rise of Hamas has not 
yet, and is most unlikely to, lead 
to an IsraelLPLO dialogue. After 
all, if Israel’s purpose is to avoid 
making concessions on tbe occu- 
pied territories rather than crush 
Palestinian militancy, it has Uttie 
to fear from Hamas and every- 
thing to gain from an eclipsed 
PLO. And if it seeks to do both, 
mass expulsions of Islamic mili- 
tants, summary executions of 
nationalist activists and continued 
political deadlock serveMts-pur- - 
poses equally well. - ' 

Their only weapon 

Yet, paradoxically, the Palesti- 
nians’ main — perhaps only — 
available weapon is in fact their 
suspension of tbe negotiations. If 
threats that the Palestinians 
would be mercilessly hounded 
throughout the Middle East if 
they refused to attend the Madrid 
conference on American terms 
held true in the immediate after- 


WhOe fiercely opposed to the expulsions, virtually 
aD Palestinians were relieved that Israel had 
finally furnished them with an appropriate instru- 
ment to expose the futility of the (peace) negotiat- 
ing process. 


confirm the right of Washington 
to interpret the. will of this com- 
munity as it sees fit. 

At the same time, however, tbe 
Palestinians have precious Uttie 
leverage with which to blunt 
American partisanship or force 
the Clinton administration to 
make parallel concessions to the 
PLO. The most effective method 
would be to forge a collective 
Arab position with which to con- 
front Washington and — through 
a total Arab boycott of the pro- 
cess if necessary — force it to 
choose between a more equitable 
approach or watching a central 


math of the Gulf war, they are 
much less potent now. In marked 
contrast to the situation in mid- 
1991, the Palestinians’ moral and 
political case is today unassailable 
in the court of international and 
Arab opinion. So much so that, 
as a U.S. State Department 
spokesperson recently admitted, 
further negotiations without 
Palestinian participation are not 
really on the agenda. In such an 
atmosphere, it is doubtful 
whether Hafiz A1 Asad would be 
able or willing to achieve a sepa- 
rate peace with Israel in the 
absence of a Palestinian cover. In 


Committee reaches compromise on 
children’s religious freedoms 


From Waked Sadi in New 
York 

THE UNITED Nations Human 
Rights Committee (HRC), 
charged with the mandate of 
monitoring the application of the 
International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
concluded Tuesday its considera- 
tion of Paragraph 4 of Article 8 
on parental control of children’s 
religious or moral education with 


extent of parental control over 
their children's religious and mor- 
al education. 

The division between the ex- 
pert members was over the dash 
between this part of Article 18 
and its earlier provirions that 
enshrined tbe right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion. 
Par agr aph l of the famous article 
18 of the convenant states that 
“everyone shall have the right to 
freedom of thought, conscience 

. . J IS - . L.n Zm . 


a view to interpreting it for state and religion- This right shall w- 
parties. * dude freedom to have or to adopt 

Tins paragraph stipulates that a religion or belief of bis choice, 
“state parties to the present and freedom, either individnaUy 
Covenant undertake to have re- or in community with others and 
sped for the liberty of parents in public or private, to manifest 
and, when applicable, legal guar- his religion or belief in worship, 
dians to ensure tbe religious and observance, practice and 
moral education of their children teaching.” 
in conformity with their own con- Several Western experts in the 
vidian." -HRC attempted to strike a ba- 

As expected, tbe debate that lance between foe principle of 
ensued over this thorny and con- freedom of rehgion and thought 
troversial pr o visio n was long and with the need to educate children 
heated, reflecting foe lack of m the faith of their parents. Some 
clear consensus in the 18-member voiced concern at the risk of 
committee on foe exact construe- coercing children in foe process 
tion of the purview us well as the of te ac hin g the rehgion of their 


parents, which effectively denied 
the freedom to choose tbeir own 
faith. Others thought that para- 
graph 4 was dear as to the liberty 
of parents to control foe religious 
and moral education of tbeir chil- 
dren and expressed doubts as to 
the ability of children to object to 
such teachings, especially at their 
tender years. 

At foe end, committee mem- 
bers were able to arrive at a 
co m pr om ise along the following 
lines: “The liberty of parents or 
legal guardians to ensure that 
their children receive a religious 
and moral education in confonni- 


hfo religion or belief m worship, 
observance, practice and 
teaching.” 

Several Western experts in tire 
•HRC attempted to strike a ba- 
lance between foe principle of 
freedom of religion and thought 
with the need to educate children 
in foe faith of their parents. Some 
voiced concern at the risk of 
coercing children in foe process 
of the religion of their 


roe guarantee of the freedom to- 
teach a religion or belief stated in 
Article 18(1). The Committee 
notes that public; education that- 
includes instructions in a particu- 
lar religion or belief is inconsis- 
tent with Article 18(1), unless 
provisions are made for non dis- 
criminatory exemptions or 
alternatives." 

However, foe committee is of 
tbe view that Article 18(4) per- 


mits public school instruction in 
subjects such as general history of 
religion and ethics if it is given in 
a neutral and objective manner. 
This is in substance the consensus 
that emerged from the HCR de- 
bate over the issue that ended 
Tuesday. 

The critical controversy arose 
over compulsory religious educa- 
tion. There were members who 
wanted to outlaw it while otters 
thought that the real world is not 
about to accept such a drastic 
interpretation. The c om promise 
involved the inclusion of a provi- 
sion for exemptions and alterna- 
tives should there be compulsory 
religious education. 

There were attempts to include 
private schools in foe committee’s 
ruling but there was much opposi- 
tion to their inclusion since pa- 
rents have foe ultimate choice of. 
sending their children to such 
schools or not. 
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Arab Leag ue at 4 8 

Little to celebrate 


The crisis over the expellees 


A rationale for suspending the peace talks? 


die Jordanian case the question 
does Dot even arise. 

It seems that the PLO has 
basically two options. The first is 
to confine itself to a symbolic 
boycott and then rejoin tbe pro- 
cess so as to prevent further 
isolation and achieve an interim 
self-governing arrangement 
which would restore at least some 
of its freedom of manoeuvre. The 
second would be to bold out for a 
substantive modification of tbe 
terms under which negotiations 
are being conducted. Such terms 
would include foe unconditional 
return of all the remaining expel- 
lees; explicit linkage between 
Israeli conduct and international 
standards of decency on tbe one 
hand and between the contents of 
the negotiations and international 
legitimacy on foe other; a less 
partisan role on the part of the 
United States and a greater one 
for the' nueroatSonal amummity; 
' and a final on veiling- of the PLO’s 
central role in the process by Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Rabin. 

A less charitable interpretation 
would pose the choice as one 
between Saadi petrodollars and 
Palestinian rights. In either case, 
if the PLO opts for the former 
option, it will probably split its 
own ranks, undermine foe intifa- 
da, lose members of its own 
delegation, and soon thereafter 
run into an iron wall of perma- 
nent occupation which even Jabo- 
tinsky would envy. If it opts for 
the second, it will either succeed 
and be in a position to fulfill 
Palestinian national aspirations; 
partially succeed and at least be 
in a better position than at pre- 
sent with some options worth 
considering and Palestinian 
national unity fortified; or (ratter 
tmfikely) simply remain outside 
the negotiating process and 
attempt to escalate foe uprising in 
foe of increasing repression. 
But given that the world and the 
peace process cannot simply 
ignore the Palestinians and what 
Israel does to them because they 
have absented themselves from 
Washington, this is hardly the 
worst conceivable scenario. And 
sooner or later, the stone- 
throwing youths who first set this 
process in motion would again 
force its reconsideration. 

Middle East Inter national 


By Rascal B. Karmy 

MARCH 22 marked the 48th 

anniv ersary of the establishment 
of the League of Arab States. 
Has the league, during its life of 
nearly half a century, achieved 
the aims and objectives for which 
it was established? Or has it 
faltered and failed to realise the 
expectations and national aspira- 
tions of foe Arab peoples? We 
shall try to answer these ques- 
tions. 

The initiative for the creation 
of foe Arab League came from 
Egypt, when, in the middle of 
August 1943, it invited Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Lebanon, 
Transjordan and North Yemen to 
send delegations for consultations 
with regard to Arab unity. In 
September and October 1944, the 
preparatory committee of tbe 
Pan- Arab Conference held sever- 
al sessions during which it consi- 
dered the political oonditioas of 
the Arab states and foe various 
forms of unity sought, including a 
federal union. 

On Sept 7, 1944 the committee 
sig ned the Alexandria Protocol.. 
The latter charged a sub- 
committee to prepare the text of 
a charter which was finally 
adopted on March 22, 194S at the 
first summit of the above- 
mentioned states. The charter 
came into effect on May 11, 1945. 

The charter of the' league fell 
short of federalism or a union of 
the Arab states. It is ratter one of 
co-operation among 'sovereign ; 
states' and nothing more. ILdkl 
not fulfill tire national aspirations 
of die Arab peoples, apparently 
because those aspirations ex- 
pected from the league were 
beyond the capacity and author- 
ity which tbe league could obtain 
from its members. 

The present members of tbe 
Arab League include all Arab 
states. Since -1964, a representa- 
tive of die Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has sat as a 
full member representing Pales- 
tine. 

The aims of tbe Arab League 
are detailed in its charter. Bat its 
primary aim is to defend the 
interests of foe member states in 
particular and die interests of tbe 
Arabs in general. Each member, 
state enjoys full sovereignly and 
equality with other members 
while foe league has certain li- 
mited powers conferred upon it 
by the charter. 

Since 1945 and up to the Camp 
David agreement between Egypt 
and Israel in 1979, the secretary- 
general was always an Egyptian. 
Tbe then secretary-general', foe 
fate Mahmoud Riad, resigned on 
his own accord on that date, 
apparently because of his dis- 
agreement with the Camp David 
agreement He was replaced by. 
Shadli Qulaybi of Tunisian 
nationality. Moreover the seat of 
foe Arab League was moved 
from Cairo to Tunis because 
Egypt’s membership was sus- 
pended at the Baghdad confer- 
ence held in March 1979 follow- 
ing the Camp David agreement 
After reconciliation with 
Egypt, than ks to the initiative of 
His Majesty King Hussein, the 
Hague’s seat was returned to 
Cairo and foe prese nt secretary- 
general is again an Egyptian in 
the person of Mr. Ismat Abdul 
MejhL Mr. Shadli Qulaybi res- 
igned at the beginning of the Gulf 
crisis. 

It should be remembered that 
no sooner was the Arab League 
established than It had to ‘fa il 
with one of the most difficult and 
intricate problems, namely foe 



also created at a time when most 
of the Arab states were either 
newly independent or were still 
under Western cot oninKem 
• The Arab League has en- 
dearoured to pfay a role in inter- 
national politics as it has a perma- 
nent representative at the United 
Nations and has contributed 
there to die decolonisation of 

many countries which were under 

»«3*an rule. It has affirmed 
iOn-tfignmciit within €k ftm-Afiraetf 
Movement and encouraged Afro- 
Arab co-operation based onebin- 
^ “Jens*- R helped create 
dre PLQ m l964, and approved 

mengms of the Palestinians in' 
international forums and confer- 


ences. 

The league also has wide- 
ranging activities. There are at 
present 21 specialised agencies 
within the league's orbit, includ- 
ing fae Arab Postal Union, the 
Arab Union for Telecommunica- 
tions. the Arab Organisation for'. 
Crimes, the Arab Organisation 
for Administrative Sciences, the 
Arab Monetary Fund and foe 
Arab Satellite Communications. 

It is true that the Arab 
Lea gue failed to achieve Arab 
unity and has not been able to 
cope with the external threats to 
the Arab states. However, it was 
and still is incumbent upon the 
Arab states themselves to en- 
hance the power and prestige of 
foe league instead of simply 
absolving themselves of responsi- 
bility for failures in foe world 
political arena, and throwing 
these it upon the league, forget- 
ting their own inveterate divisions 
ana parochial conflicts. 

Tbe Arab states themselves, 
should help energise foe league's 
activities so that it will staml as 
foe symbol of Arab wS, deter- 
mination and unity in the face of 
die so-called new world order in 
which the weak will be subdued if 
not annihilat ed. 

The Arab states have many 
things and elements in common: 
language, religion, culture, tradi- 1 
taw, s shared history and strug- 
gle against imperialism. 
Moreover, Arab states have be- 
Jqre them, foe; glaring .eraojRle of 
1 ■tfje Emdpeah" immunity (EC) 
-states which, notwithstanding 
tbeir di f feren ces in many fields 
and the internecine wars they 
waged against each, other for hun- 
dreds of years, now co-operate 
together and s peak a s one voice in 
international forums. 


The Arab states them- 
selves should help ener- 
gise the leagues activi- 
ties so that It will stand 
as the symbol of the 
Arab will... In the face 
of the so-called new 
world order. 


The EC constitutes one of the 
three important economic units in 
the world, competing with the 
U.S. and Japan. The Arab states 
should discard parochialism and 
unite to face tbe challenges of our 
modem world which respects tbe 
strong and the mighty and treads 
upon the weak and the pusillam- 
mous. 

A new era has dawned upon 
foe world with one single power 
which tries to affect the destinies 
of peoples. It therefore behooves 
the Arab states to coalesce ;to 
parry external threats and aggres- 
sions on foe Arab peoples and'to 
enable them to force Israelite 
withdraw from the occupied 
Palestinian territory. It is h^h 
time for the ' Arab states to re- 
move their boundaries in tbe face 
•of Arab citizens travelling firqm 
one Arab state to another. ; 

: The Arab League should Jbe 
active to achieve mis end. In this 
regard we should emulate the EC 
countries, where, for example* a 
German citizen can travel fin$m 
his country to Belgium, Holland 
and Britain and back without any 
or minimal checking or hindr- 
ances on the borders 

those countries. While an Arab 
citizen travelling from an Arab 
state to another has to submit, to 
various checkings and to nigfrum 
all kinds of formalities, all of 
which discourage him trim 
embarking on such a voyage, 
“deed, in my experience it is 
ontob easier and smoother to 
.tra vel by land say from Australia 
to Germany, France and England 
and back than to travel from an 
Arab country to another. Is not 
this irrational? 

PM B. Kanay fa M AmmaR- 
we# writer. He co ntri buted foe 
article to the. Jordan Times- 
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; Assad hedges on peace lalb 

(Condoned boot amt 11 5 .^ . « 

: ^^ofwhefterftcPaleai- * h ”* "“k 

U**Sm*x aiM 
; - 7 conference the basis for the 17- what t£ .beyond 

‘ ^DrehemsiSr 0 * 5 pro ^ es * 1 ^ a s» immediate return for a quarterof 
***** mwMa * ae expellees and ren^tftS 

’ “Wesetontftnmrh.K*«; rest ty the end of the year. 

■ beginning Mr. Assad met Mr. Mobarak 

• «^dmM of complete peace for over tourt^toS 
: ““jj*® 1 ’? K no confusion or back to Damascus. It was the 
; obs^y m tfasonentation. It U thml meeting this year 

L ZfSF* 2 documen * ««ed the Syrian JLd E^daTpl^- 
/ ^ Pf r ? es ’ especially the dents, who have developed a 

‘ ro e “ m " 15170131 p ,ationshi P *n the Arab 

: , *“ JflL . r apF^ach to peace talks, 

i, "““tries have ' argued 

; 3? Of that the exepeDees issue should 
JS “* ^ong us and m. not hold up peace talks, nutting 
■ t ^ose P^re onWeSS 

*t5£*5 suffiered aggres- tiators to settle for less thari a 
j Sion, be added. total solution. 

1 mm S^TTi ^ °P“ A diplomat said before the 

p^bflity that Syna and other meeting the two men would also 

COuld draw a discuss points Mr. Mubarak 
resnmu, S nright raise in his meetmg with 
Jemsh state 311(1 U s - President Bill Cfinton next * 
actually reaching separate agree- week, such as whether Washine- 

ments, something they unambi- ton would remove Syria from its 

^ , e . Ust of states sponsoring “terrar- 
Ihe foreign ministers of Syna, ism." 

3m %* *>iestme U- Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Assad 

•-552P5 ° r ^“ 3t,on . (PL °) toW joint news conference 
-.offiaal Farouk Kaddoumi as well they discussed obstacles to the 

JT2LS; ne «° t,ator peace process and the Damascus 
. ^Haidar Abdul Shafi are due to declaration, an aid-for-security 
" meet in Damascus Sunday to plan agreed in principle with Guff 

whetfl8r 10 attend the states after the 1991 war over 
; stalks but Arab diplomats sug- Kuwait. 

*.'! | est fd they might not reach a In Washington, Secretary of 
dea “°?- , State Warren Christopher said 

. Owrall head of the Paiesti- Friday Palestinians would be able 
^ nian delegation Faisal A1 Hus- to secure their political rights 
-semi was in Washington this week only through negotiations. But 
"'“trying to persuade the Clinton Mr. Husseini said be needed to 
administration to pressure Israel be sure some obstacles had been 
t - “to making further concessions, removed, 
cs- 

'-Hardliners fall In anti- Yeltsin bid 


(Continued from page 1) 

~ r ter Viktor Chernomyrdin should 
-‘‘ meet for a week to try and resolve 
£*- the power struggle paralysing 
~* r Russia. 

*-' v “The people, who are con- 
fronting each other outside these 
^. doors. will calm down, we shall 
'? .calm down and get down to nor- 
^ mal work," Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Previous rounds of talks have 
v ; failed to narrow the gap between 
'u the president and parliament 
J -chief. 

Deputies did not reach any 
^decision on a draft resolution to 
^suspend a decree issued by Mr. 
.Yeltsin last week, assuming spe- 
Naal powers to force a national 
"'j vote on who rules Russia. 

' . Mr. Yeltsin, who was absent 
’^during the . morning session, 
tasked for-an. bouf^recess sdi-he r 
’ ‘could study this resolution, which 
'.' also called for the sacking of his 
closest aides and representatives 
“Jin the regions. 

When deputies refused, he 
'.’went to the rostrum. 

’• He accused congress of seeking 
confrontation rather than accord. 

■ He said be, the parliament and 
the government and all made 
mistakes and bore responsibility 
for the crisis. 

“We have enough material to 
'prove that the Supreme Soviet 

■ (parliament) overstepped the 
constitution more than 300 
! times.” 

“I don’t think this is standard, 
-but we are a young democracy 
Jand it should be taken into con- 
"rideration," be said. 
s He defended his dose aides, 
but agreed that some of them 
should be changed. 

“I don’t understand why only 
the president’s entourage are 
. mentioned — not that of the 
diairman of the Supreme Soviet, 
-"nor anyone else's. These people 
-'•work according to their duties 
’■and conscientiously.” 

Hardliners at the emergency 
-'session were trying to turn the 


referendum, originally proposed 
by Mr. Yeltsin, to their advan- 
tage by inducting a question on 
whether Russians support the 
president’s economic reforms. 
Mr. Yeltsin's advisers said the 
question was “provocative” and 
designed to elicit a negative re- 
sponse. 

In a nationwide television 
address one week ago, Mr. Yelt- 
sin proposed the referendum to 
resolve the power struggle. 

Mr. Yeltsin also announced on 
March 20 the imposition of “spe- 
cial rule," in which his decrees 
would take precedence over the 
lawmakers. But when he formally 
issued his decree on Wednesday, 
it did not mdude any reference to 
“special rule.” 

The attempt to oust Mr. Yelt- 
- ^n^^ng m^ secpud day. of. an 
emergency session of. congress 
came despite adcnowledgemets 
by hardliners that they did not 
have the necessary support. Such 
a move would take a two-thirds 
majority, or 689 votes. 

“After the president’s political 
suicide, tiie congress also com- 
mitted political suicide by refus- 
ing to consider removing the 
president,” hardline lawmaker 
Sergei Badurin angrily told repor- 
ters after the vote failed. 

Mr. Khasbulatov on Friday 
came out against removing the 
president, althongh he had pre- 
viously said there were “clear 
grounds” for impeachment. 

Mr. Yeltsin wants the April 25 
referendum to include just two 
questions: Whether the people 
have confidence in him, and 
whether they have confidence in 
the congress. He has said he 
hopes a referendum will lead to a 
new constitution and replacement 
of the congress with a bicameral 
legislature. 

Hardliners at first opposed 
bolding any referendum. But sup- 
port for a nationwide vote clearly 
is mounting, and Mr. Yeltsin's 



ILS. Secretary of State Warren Christopher (right) Friday hibi to 
reporters before meeting with Faisal Hnssefarf, leader of the Palesti- 
nian dele g at ion to peace talks with Israel (AFP photo) 

He cited Israel’s actions on the ing significant flexibility, the AF 


West Bank and the expellee cri- 
sis. 

Mr. Christopher, welcoming 
Mr. Husseini and the delegation 
to the State Department, said: 
“Far too many people have been 
killed, from the Israeli population 
and from the Palestinians.” 

He said negotiations offered 
the only chance for a settlement. 
Violence “may make negotia- 
tions slightly more tense, but it 
makes them even more impor- 
tant,” Mr. Christopher said. 

Mr. Husseini declined to con- 
firm the Palestinian delegation 
would attend the April meetings: 
“Actually h is not a matter of 
whether we will attend or (will) 
not attend it’s a matter of 
whether we can remove some 
obstacles which are there.” . 

On the eve of the meeting, the 
Palestinians appeared to be sbow- 



Boris Yeltsin 

opponents apparently have de- 
cided to try to use the balloting 
against the president. 
• r: IIiey'W<a^pnshingt^Whe con- . 
gress- Saturday for the ballot. to 
include four questions. In addi- 
tion to the issue of confidence in 
the president, they want to ask 
whether new presidential and leg- 
islative elections should be held 
this year, and whether voters 
support Mr. Yeltsin’s “course of 
social economic reforms." 

Many Russians who have seen 
their lives worsen under Mr. 
Yeltsin’s free-market reforms 
would probably find it difficult to 
answer “yes.” If voters said they 
did not support the reforms, it 
would strengthen the position of 
hardliners who want to reverse or 
slow down Mr. Yeltsin’s policies. 

Mr. Yeltsin meanwhile has 
accepted an invitation to attend a 
Group of .Seven industrialised na- 
tions summit meeting in Tokyo in 
July, his press service said. 

A statement signed by spokes- 
man Anatoly Krasikov - said 
Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa had invited Mr. Yelt- 
sin to join other world leaders at 
the meeting. 

“Boris Yeltsin expressed his 
gratitude for this invitation and 
said he was ready to take part in. 
the meeting,” the statement said. 


reported from Damascus. 

After flatly rejecting the- invita- 
tion to the April 20 talks. Dr. 
Abdul Shafi offered a comprom- 
ise Saturday. 

Dr. Abdul Shaft, the first to 
arrive in Damascus for the meet- 
ing, said the Palestinians would 
go to Washington if they “receive 
a pledge from Israel that there 
wQl be no future expulsion of 
Palestinians.” 

He told the Associated Press 
that Israel also must commit itself 
to repatriating the expellees 
“within a time frame not exceed- 
ing Jane.” 

Mr. Mubarak was sending his 
foreign minister, Amr Musa, to 
Damascus to join his counter- 
parts Farouk A1 Sharaa of Syria, 
Fans Buez of Lebanon, Kamel 
Abu Jaber of Jordan and the 
PLO’s Kaddoumi. ■ 

1 killed 
in Cairo 
bomb blast 

(Goadmed from page 1 ) 

were blown off, and they suffered 
serious wounds to the face and 
chest. 

“There was a huge explosion. 
The building shook,” said Mr. 
Abu Sreia. who works on the 
floor above the police. “There 
was panic. Everyone rushed from 
the building. 

“Later I looked in the office 
where the explosion happened, 
and it was pretty badly damaged. 
There was glass all over the 
place.” 

Police blocked entry to the 
Jjuflding-.to all.m^ept.myestiga-- 
tors. On tire sidewalks and block- 
ed narrow street outride, police 
conscripts swept away glass 
shards from the shattered two 
windows of the room where the 
explosion occurred. That was the 
only sign of damage. 

It was the third bomb in a 
month in downtown Cairo. Hie 
other two were on Tahrir Square, 
about one kilometre from Atada. 
On Feb. 26, a device went off in a 
coffee shop, killing a Swede, a 
Turk and an Egyptian and injur- 
ing more than 15 people. A 
March 16 explosion beneath a bus 
outside the Egyptian National 
Museum damaged six buses but 
caused no injuries. • 

In the southern city of Assiut, a 
hotbed of Muslim militants, a 
member of the extremist A1 
, Gamaa AI. Islamiya (Islamic 
Group) indicated his organisation 
had a hand in Saturday’s attack. 

At least 116 people have been 
killed and 220 injured over the 
last year as the militants have 
attacked police. Christians and 
tourists and the security forces 
have hit back with increasingly 
ruthless raids. 
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For Sarajevo’s women, frontline 
and home front blur into one 


By David Cray 

Associated Press 

SARAJEVO — Some serve in 
combat units. Others have found 
themselves suddenly working as 
nurses, relief workers mid rape 
counsellors. 

For Sarajevo’s women, the 
front line and the borne front blur 
into one. 

“They’re supposed to be a 
good mother, a good spouse, a 
good housewife and a good sol- 
dier,” said Pava Barisic, head of 
the Bosnian Red Cross. “It’s hard 
fin 1 them.” 

Before the war broke out a 
year ago, women say, wide 
opportunities were open to them. 
Many of the city’s doctors, pro- 
fessors and office managers were 
women. 

But the war has posed tough 
new choices for the estimated 50 
per cent of Sarajevo’s women 
who have not fled. 

Some have opted for a fife 
geared to survival, huddling at 
home most of the day, venturing 
out only for water, food or fuel. 
Others volunteer as soldiers, 
nurses, aid workers, rape coun- 
sellors. 

“I sat around for the first cou- 
ple of weeks of war, then decided 


I would go crazy if I didn’t do 
something,” said Liba Ber- 
derevic, 44, a former corporate 
secretary who is now an aide to 
the army commander in the 
embattled suburb of Dobrinja. 

“Its given me the feeling that I 
have some control over my life,” 
she said. 

Serifa Bizdaievic also takes 
pride in her new job cleaning 
floors at the army’s 1 st corps 
headquarters. The danger of 
enemy shellfire doesn’t faze her. 

“If our boys can go to the front 
line, why should I be afraid 
here?” riie said. “They’re (fa- 
fending me and my family.” 

Jasna Muftic worked for the 
academy of fine arts before the 
sfage. Now she beads a commis- 
sion trying to help victims of rape 
by Serb forces, who went to war 
over; Bosnia’s secession from Serb 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

“Rape has been the biggest 
problem for Bosnian women,” 
she said. “They try to avoid 
talking about it. They feel 
ashamed, so they stop coming to 
hospitals and they get illegal 
abortions.” 

Her group is seeking safe abor- 
- turns for rape victims and local 
adoptions for unwanted children 
of women who give birth. 


“These are our children, no 
matter how they were born,” 
Mrs. Muftic said. “We don’t want 
them exported for adoption 
abroad.” 

In Dobrinja, a high rise was 
zone virtually cut off from the 
rest of Sarajevo, women have 
formed committees to cook and 
knit caps for front line soldiers. 

“Before the war, people in 
Dobrinja hardly knew each 
other,” said Vahida Smajlric, 
who knitted 100 caps. “It's turned 
into a dig family. We are mothers 
to all the sons in Dobrinja. They 
are all oar children.” 

Despite the deprivations of 
siege, many Sasrajevo women re- 
tain a strong sense of style. Some- 
how, they obtain lipstick and 
makeup. A row of hitchhikers or 
a bread line almost always in- 
cludes a woman who could have 
stepped out of a fashion maga- 
zine. 

“It’s a spirit of defiance,” Mrs. 
Barisic said. “They want to look 
good. They don’t want people to 
reel sony for them.” 

Many young single women, 
thier educations and social lives 
disrupted, have found war related 
jobs. 

Srebrenica Tredinjac, 33, who 
still dreams of finishing medical 


school, is a nurse with a front fin 
army unit, one -of four womei 
with more than 100 men. Sabrin. 
Konjhodzic, 21, completed nun 
ing school only because of press 
urc from her parents and becami 
a store clerk, but now she’s serv- 
ing with an ambulance team. < 

“Fm glad to do something t«j 
help ” she said. ' I 

For older women, the war w*j 
turned husbands and sons inti 
fighters. Mrs. Derdezovic recal 
led seeing her 19-year-old son 
Faruk, after they had bee; 
separted for the first five month 
of the war. 

In her mind, be was as she hai 
last seen him: A young man wit 
a pony tail she hated and dirty ol 
jeans. But the man with whor 
she was reunited did not fit tha 
description at all. 

“The person who approach© 
me was tall, with short haii 
wearing a uniform, all in black 
looking older,” she said. “ 
noticed fines around his eyes 
There was a fighter standing i 
front of me." 

“Everybody who was presen 
was staring at me, expecting m 
to cry," she continued. “Be 
when this man approached me 
and lifted me up, I felt nothin 
else but pride.” ; 


Lack of incentives frustrates agricultural 
growth in Western Asia region — study 


AMMAN — Despite the restric- 
tive macro-economic policies pur- 
sued by almost all countries 01 the 
Western Asia region, govern- 
ments have continued to give 
priority to the food and agricul- 
ture sector. The gap between 
production and ronsumption is 
still widening, resulting in con- 
tinned dependence on external 
supply sources to satisfy a fast- 
growing demand, according to a 
publication issued jointly by the 
United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) and the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO). 

The publication added that in 
1990, the gross domestic product 
(GDP) of Western Asia de- 
creased by about 3 per cent com- 
pared to 1989. The Gulf crisis had 
a direct, negative impact on the 
economies at many countries of 
the region — especially . Jordan, 
Lebanon and Yemen. Adverse 
weather conditions, a shortage of 
available water for irrigation and 
persistant problems of deserti- 
fication and of the misuse of the 
area’s fragile natural resource 
base have contributed to a sharp 
decrease in the volume of agri- 
cultural production. 

According to the ESCWA/ 
FAO publication, the agricultural 
population constituted 34 per 
cent of total population in the 
ESCWA region (122.3 million in 
1990), while its contribution to 
the GDP represents 10.1 per 
cent, or $26.8 billion (1989). 

Iii 1990, the value of agricultu- 
ral imports for the ESCWA conn- 
tries totalled S17.3 billion, while 
ESCWA agricultural exports 
amounted to $ 2.6 billion, leaving 
a deficit in the agricultural ba- 
lance of trade of $14.7 billion. 
Moreover, agricultural imports 
amounted to 25 per cent of total 
exports. These .figures reflect 
ESCWA’s countries dependence 
on imports for food supply, 
caused by rising consumption, 
which in turn results in a decrease 
in exportable agriculture surplus., 


Agricultural production in the 
region is still constrained by the 
lack of adeqnate economic incen- 
tives for producers, deficient pric- 
ing policies, weak and inadequate 
government research institutions, 
and extension, credit and market- 
ing services, and above all the 
continued misuse and degrada- 
tion of national resources in many 
countries. During the last few 
years, some progress has been 
made in the agricultural sector. 
The cultivated area has been ex- 
panded, irrigation and drainage 
facilities have been constructed 
and liberalisation and privatisa- 
tion policies in the production 
and marketing of agricultural 
products have been im- 
plemented. In 1989, ESCWA’s 
total cultivated area was esti- 
mated at 17 million hectares — 
Syria .and Iraq ha4 the largest- 
. recorded. tsmUivated.: areas.- JEhe 
irrigated area in., the ESCWA 
region was estimated at 6.7 mil- 
lion hectares, or 40 per cent of 
the total cultivated area, says the 
publication. 

IN 1990, GDP for the whole 
region decreased by 3 per cent, 
attributable mainly to the Gulf 
crisis. While Iraq and Kuwait had 
the most dramatic decreases in 
GDP. Saadi Arabia and Syria 
had a-GDP increase of 10 per 
cent and 6 per cent respectively. 
The Gulf war caused Jordan a 
sharp, 8 per cent decrease in its 
GDP and a huge drop in remitt- 
ances as a result of the deporta- 
tion of Jordanians from the Gulf 
countries. The real GDP of both 
Iraq and Kuwait dropped by one 
third in 1990, seriously affecting 
the infrastructure in both coun- 
tries. The embargo has also 
affected the supply of food to 
Iraq, malting it scarce. This situa- 
tion, coupled with high inflation 
in the country, has caused the 
inability of Iraqis to afford food, 
even when it is available. Egypt's 


economy has also been affected 
by die Gulf crisis; tourism, trade, 
and revenues from vessels passing 
through the Suez Canal have all 


suffered significant losses. 

The document retails that 
thronghout the 1980s. the 
ESCWA region achieved con- 
siderable growth in agricultural 
production, varying from 1.01 per 
cent in Iraq to 3.83 per cent in 
Egypt, and to about 22.64 per 
cent in Saudi Arabia. This in- 
creased agricultural production 
can mainly be attributed to the 
measures adopted in almost all 
the countries of the region: the 
implementation of economic- 
1 reform programmes geared to- 
wards liberalisation, privatisa- 
tion. and the rationalisation of 
government intervention; en- 
couraging agricultural investment 
and the exploitation of agricultu- 
ral resources to increase self- 
sufficiency in strategic crops, 
liberalisation of agricultural pric- 
ing policies (in some- countries); 
' and- an impToved:^npply- afra^n- 
coftnral inputs and increased cre- 
dit services. 

In spite of all these measures, 
most countries in the region reg- 
istered a decrease in their total 
agricultural production index for 
1991 compared to 1990, with the 
exception of Yemen and Jordan, 
whose growth rates were esti- 
mated at 6.31 per cent and 0.21 
per cent, respectively. The over- 
all decreabs in growth rates was 
mainly due to the Gulf crisis 
(especially with respect to Iraq 
and Kuwait), as well as to un- 
favourable weather conditions 
that prevailed during the 1990/ 
1991 season. 

Average per capita food pro- 
duction varied in different coun- 
tries of the region. During the 
periods 1981-1991, Saudi Arabia 
achieved 17.66 per cent increase 
in its per capita food production 
index, while Egypt’s growth was 
2.11 per cent. The rest of the 
countries experienced negative 
growth. Average per capita food 
production dropped in 1991 com- 
pared to 1990 in most of the 
countries, except Yemen. 


According to the ESCWA. 
FAO publication, cereal produc- 
tion in the region registered e 
decrease of 3.83 per cent in 1993 
compared to 1990, mainly due tc 
diminished production in Iraq 
Jordan and Lebanon. Iraq reg- 
istered the worst decrease (64.01 
per cent), while Lebanon experi- 
enced the slightest decrease (7.71 
per cent)- In the remaining conn 
tries growth was positive, witf 
races varying from 3.9 peu cent ix 
Syria to 10.9 per cent in Saud 
Arabia. 

Wheat production decrease* 
by 0.14 percent in the region as : 
whole, with Iraq registering tiu 
worst decrease (56 per cent) 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Syni 
witnessed an increase in whea 
production. 

. fc) 1990, the region of Westen 
Aria achieved a general improve 
ment in grain self-sufficiency 
Production increased in compari 
sod with 1989, and imports drop 
ped considerably. As a result o 
this, the proportion of self- 
sufficiency rose from about 45.^ 
per cent in 1989 to about 51.3 pei 
cent in 1990. The rise in graii 
production was due to increasing 
the planted area and was particu- 
larly marked in Iraq, Egypt anc 
Syria. Saudi Arabia produced 1 
huge surplus of wheat for export 

Enhancing sustainable agri- 
cultural development and achiev- 
ing acceptable levels of growth ir 
Western Asia is possible, anc 
could be attained through the 
implementation of comprehen- 
sive. programmes for water re- 
sources development and utilisa- 
tion; agricultural researck 
(especially in biotech- 
nology); strengthening agricultu- 
ral institutions (especially in the 
fields of extension and marketing 
credit). Economic cooperatior 
among the countries of the region 
should also be strengthened, writ 
the objective of increasing inter- 
national trade and overall de- 
veleopmenr ESCWA Informa- 
tion Service. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREFGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-lo 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL 604676 604696 ^ 
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The first 
Chinese Reftaunnt 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Airvpan. n& r 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 




CROWN INTL EST 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air. Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman -Jordan 



IN JORDAN — 

☆ Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair A- Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Uphotetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Brandies af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 



/ CHEN’S 


elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate prtces 




RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Beibeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG I 4 RENT & SALE 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
simm 30% Imwpmr 

* Prom mnlmrgo- 
awflt 20 x JO cat 


Sbmesani - Opp. Grindfays 
Bank Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Opea lp»3M A 6M-U-J0 dalfy 


Trike away la mDobta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TeL 061*22, Amman 


Cnee Tested 
Atatfi Uved 


■- Many villas and apart- 1 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeL: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 




French fL ©uisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 


AVIS 



699-420 


A ^Restaurant 'With 
An Artistic Amhiance 


Valentmo 

•HESTAURANT 

JA6AL AMMAN FIRST CIRCLE 

OPPOSITE THE IRAQI EMBASSY TEL W43U 


The First Class Hotel in | 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room— I | 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 1 


IIAIMITEL 


. Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax ffi2434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


MOVING ? 


Let Aramex AirCaigo 

take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 

660507 or 660508 


Italian Restaurant 

Live Music 

open for 

lunch &. dinner 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
market Building , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 




mmmm 




* 667171 ext 223 
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DAVIS CUP 


Malaysia take 2-1 
lead over Jordan 


By Aleen Baonayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Malaysia took a 
2-1 lead over Jordan Saturday 
after winning the doubles 
match in their Asia/Oceania 
Zone Group 2 Davis Cup play- 
off, held at the J ordan Tennis 
Federation (J ib) courts at A1 
Hussein Youth City. 

Clinching the doubles match 
would have given the Jorda- 
nian team a much needed 
sense of security prior to the 
final day of competition Sun- 
day. However. Malaysia’s 
Ram ay a Ramachandran and 
Terence Chia seemed to have 
other plans as they beat Jor- 
dan's Hani Al Ali and Imad 
Abu Hamda 6-1. 6-3. 6-2. 

The winner of the playoff 
will maintain a place in Group 
2 while the loser will be rele- 
gated to Group 3 in 1994. 

Although Ali and Abu Ham- 
da had given the Malaysians a 
hard time Friday, that was not 
the case in the disappointing 
doubles match, in which the 
visiting team clearly had tjie 
upper hand. 

Malaysia took a 4-0 lead in 
the first set before Jordan’s Ali 
managed to hold serve at 4-1. 
The Malaysians, whose serves 
were undisputably more 
powerful, and had fewer un- 
forced errors, won the first set 
6 - 1 . 

Ali and Abu Hamda. who 
seemed to lack the cohesion of 
a doubles pair held serve in the 
fourth and sixth games of the 
second set, as Malaysia led 4-2. 
Ramachandran won the next 
game to lead 5-2. 

As Jordan's No. 2 Abu 



Malaysia's Terence Chia (Ear left) rushes to the net as Jordan's 
Hani Al Ali and Imad Abu Hamda (right) prepare to return (Photo 
by Abdullah Ayoub) 


Hamda served, the match was 
held at deuce for the first time. 
Abu Hamda managed to win 
the game as Jordan trailed 5-3. 

Malaysia’s Chia and 
Ramachandran rushed the net 
and hit powerful shots 
throughout the court as they 
sealed the second set 6-3. 

Malaysia agftin took a 2-0 
lead in the third set, but Ali 
and Abu Hamda held serve 
and for the first time in the 
match broke the Malaysians* 
serve to tie 2-2. 

Nevertheless, the visiting 
team seemed determined to 
confirm their victory and man- 
aged to end the set 6-2, giving 
their team a 2-1 lead prior to 
Sunday's reverse singles. 

In a post match statement to 
the Jordan Times senior 
tournament organiser Jamal 
Nafa’ and team captain Dr. 


Hanna Kawar voiced their sur- 
prise at the result of the match. 
“It was totally unexpected, but - 
it goes to prove that the players 
need more training, especially 
for the doubles match.” 

Head coach Yousef Oreibi 
said the Malaysians had a more 
cohesive doubles team, howev- 
er he seemed hopeful for Sun- 
day's singles matches. “1 am 
still hopeful we can win this tie.' 
The players are giving it all 
they have,” be said. 

The Kingdom’s No. 1 Ali 
said he hoped everything will 
be well for Sunday's matches. 
“Although this is the best 
Davis Cup tie I've played, I 
think we are not well prepared • 
to play a 5-set three-day event 
We've won one battle and lost 
two. We have two more to win. 
It will be a tough day Sunday,” 
Ali told the Jordan Times. 


Rockets 

clinch 

playoff 

spot 

LANDOVER, Maryland (R) — . 
The Houston Rockeis% used a' 
smothering defence to return to 
their winning ways and clinch a 
playoff berth with a 90-69 rout of 
the Washington Bullets Friday. 

The meagre 69-point total by 
the Bullets was the lowest in 
Franchise history and the least 
points for a single game by any 
National Basketball Association 
team this season. 

Vernon Maxwell scored IS 
points to lead the Midwest 
Di vision- leading Rockets, who 
had lost three of their previous 
four games following a club- 
record 15-game winning streak. 

The Bullets' previous low was 
71 against the New York Knicks 
in 1974. 

In Phoenix. Charles Barkley 
had 31 points and 15 rebounds to 
pace the Phoenix Suns to a 109- 
103 victory over he Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

Cedric Ceballos and Dan Ma- 
jerie each added 18 points for 
Phoenix, which raised its record 
to a league-best 51-15. 

The Bucks pulled within one 
point at 104-103 with 1:44 left. 
But the Suns ended the threat 
with four free throws by Danny 
Ainge and one by Barkley. 

Scottie Pippen had 20 points 
and 13 rebounds and Michael 
Jordan added IS to lead the 
streaking Chicago Bulls to their 
sixth straight win. a 107-86 vic- 
tory over the Orlando Magic 
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German Formula One driver Michael Schumacher of Benetton — 
Camel — Ford team drives through a torn on the Interiagos Race 
Track at the Brazilian Grand Prix (AFP photo) 

Prost in provisional 
pole position in Brazil 


SAO PAULO (R) — Frenchman 
Alain Prost drove superbly on the 
slippery and difficult Interiagos 
circuit Friday to claim provisional 
pole position for Sunday’s Brazi- 
lian Grand Prix. 

Prost, victorious in the season’s 
first race in South Africa two 
weeks ago, finished more than a 
second ahead of second-placed 
Damon Hill of Britain, his Wi- 
liams team mate. 

Brazilian Ayrton Senna did all 
he could to extract the maximum 
performance from his McLaren 
but ended up nearly eight-tenths 
of a second behind hill in third 
place. 

He mil share the second row of 
the provisional grid with German 
Michael Schumacher, who was 
fourth in his Benetton. 

Karl Wendlinger of Austria 
maintained the impressive form 
of the new Swiss Sauber team by 


taking fifth place ahead of 
Frenchman Jean Alesi in a Fer- 
rari. 

Alesi's Ferrari team mate, Au- 
strian Gerhard Berger, ended up 
in seventh place after a dramatic 
day. 


Australia 

knock 

U.S. out of 
Davis Cup 


MELBOURNE (R) — Davis 
Cup champions the United States 
suffered a humiliating first round 
exit Saturday when old rivals 
Australia won the doubles in a 
five-set thriller and took an un- 
beatable 3-0 lead. 

The beiow-strength Americans , 
became the first defending cham- 
pions to bow out of the cop's first 
round in ZO years as Australia's 
singles hero Mark Woodforde 
took his brilliant form into the 
doubles against Jim Grabb and 
Richey Reneberg. 

The left-handed Woodforde, 
27, who beat David Wheaton in 
four sets on Friday, linked up 
with Todd Woodbridge to score a 
7-6 6-23-6 6-7 6-4 victory in three 
hours 20 minutes in overcast con- 
ditions: 

The match between arguably 
the world’s top doubles pairings 
was a nerve- jangling affair with 
the Americans battling back from 
two sets down to win a fourth set 
tiebreaker. 

But Woodforde, who dropped 
his serve only once in the match, 
gave the Australians the edge in 
the final set and it was fitting be 
served out for the tie, wrapping it 
up when Reneberg hit a back- 
hand drive well over the baseline. 

Recalled to the cup squad after 
three years in the wilderness, 
Woodforde guided Woodbridge 
through an uncertain first set 
marked by a series of unforced 
errors on bis backhand. 

The Americans, who beat the 
Australian pair in last year's 
Wimbledon semifinals, seemed 
finished when they ran through 
the second set in only 29 minutes. 

But the U.S. Open champions 
capitalised as the Australians re- 
laxed. They took the third set by 
breaking Woodforde's serve in 
the vital ninth game. 

The fourth set 1 ’ went to serve 
but the error-prone Woodbridge 
faltered on bis service early in the 
tiebreak and the Americans won 
it with ease at 7-3. 

The Australian pair, winners of 
the ATP World Doubles Cham- 
pionship last year, steadied in the 
final set and only needed one 
break on Grabb’s serve in the 
fifth game to seal the match, : 

■ “I think we showed them we 
are equally as good on grass',” 
Woodforde said of the rivalry 
which now shows a 4-2 record in 
die Australians' favour. 

Australia and the U.S. are the 
two most successful nations in 
Davis Cup history but Saturday’s 
triumph was only the third time 
the hosts have beaten the Amer- 
icans in 20 years and avenges a 
loss in 1990 final. 

But the U.S. were without 
world number one Jim Courier, 
number two Pete Sampras, 
Wimbledon champion Andre 
Agassi and Michael Chang who 
all opted to stay on the tourna- 
ment circuit. 

Veteran Brad Gilbert, ranked 
30 m the world and the only 



Stefan Edberg 

American player with Davis Cup 
experience, lost the opening 
match of the tie to Wally Masur 
.in four sets. 

The Americans last lost their 
first three matches in a cup tie 
when they went down to Sudden 
in the 1984 final. 

Australia now play quarter-, 
finals against the winner of the 
first-round tie between Brazil and 
Italy, which the Italians are lead- 
ing 2-0. 

Despite the defeat the Amer- 
ican 'learn closed ranks around 
captain Tom Gorman, whose fu- 
ture has been the subject of 
media speculation since John 
McEnroe indicated he would like 
the job. Gorman has been in 
charge for eight years. 

“I think Tom’s done a fantastic 
job, he was very motivated and 
he deserves a lot of credit for 
keeping everyone pumped up,” 
Reneberg said. 

Gorman defended: his team, 
saying: “I think the boys are very, 
very proud of what -they did 
because they know they went 
down to the last point fighting.” 

Australian captain Neale Fras- 
er said the top-seeded U.S. had 
paid the penalty of underestimat- 
ing his team on grass. 

“We didn't get seeded in the 
tournament and that was a bit 
tude;”'fraser said:' “T® beat, the 
number one seeds, what else can 
we do? probably win it," be 
added. 

Boetsch, Foreget give Franc* 
2-0 lead over Austria: France are 
poised to cruise into the second 
round of this year's Davis Cup 
World Group after taking a 2-0 
lead in the opening singles against 
Austria. 

Arnaud Boetsch and Guy 
Forget both won their matches in 
straight sets, Boetsch beating Au- 
stria’s Horst Skoff 6-2 7-6 6-1, 
and Forget demolishing Alex 
Antonitsch 6-4 6-2 6-3. 

France could take the rubber 
• when Forget joins up with Henri 
Leconte in the doubles against 
' Antonitsch and Gerald Mandl. 


The two Frenchmen teamed up in 
the doubles two years ago when 
France won the title against the 
United States. 

Edberg gives Sweden edge over 
Cubans: Sweden's Davis Cup 
team were left basking in die rare 
luxury of a 2-0 lead after the 
opening singles matches of their 
first round tie against Cuba. 

World number three Stefan 
Edberg disposed of the little- 
known Juan Pino 6-2 6-2 6-2, 
while Nick! as Knlti overcame a 
third set slump to beat Cuba's 
leading player Mario Tabares 6-3 
60 4-6 6-3. 

Germany lead despite Steeb 
scare: Carl-Uwe Steeb of Ger- 
many survived a major scare 
against Russia’s Andrei Cherka- 
sov Friday to earn his country a 
commanding 2-0 lead over their 
Moscow hosts. 

The stocky German left- 
hander, ranked 29th in the world, 
led 4-2 in the first set but then lost 
nine successive games as Cherka- 
sov built up a two-set lead in the 
battle of the baseliners. 

The German’s 4-6 1-6 64 7-6 
64 victory was an epic four-hour 
tussle in front of some 10,000 
spectators in Moscow’s Olympic 
stadium. 

They then witnessed a less pro- 
longed dofer between two s£rve- 
and-voUeyers as Michael Stich 
made shorter work of Andrei 
Olkhovsky to win 7-5 6-1 1-6 7-5. 

Italy take 2-0 lead over Brazil: 
Italy took a big step towards 
avenging their quarter-final de- 
feat last year by establishing a 2-0 
cushion over Brazil in their Davis 
Cup world group first round tie 
Friday. 

Diego Nargiso, 117th on the 
. computer, made a mockery of the 
world rankings when he beat 
Jaime Ondns, 80 places above 
him, 7-5 6-2 6-3 before Omar 
Camporese defeated Luiz Mattar 
7-6 4-6 6-2 6-1. 

“The Davis Cup brings out all 
you have and tire game today 
shows the rankings don’t always 
tell the truth,” Nargiso said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


THE RIGHT HAND AT THE RIGHT TIME 


Wither vulnerable. Smith deal*. 

NORTH 

* K 8 5 3 
A K 9 -4 
K Q 7 3 

* 2 

WEST EAST 

♦ J 10 9 * A 4 

Q 10 82 J 6 5 3 

5 2 9 8 

+ Q 10 8 3 +97654 

SOl.TH 
+ Q 7 6 2 

i 

A J 10 6 4 
* A K J 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 Pass 1 Pass 

1 ♦ Pass 4 NT Pass 

5 Pons 6 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lejd: ? 

Duplicate bridge aficinnudus are 
wont t>i claim that the main attrac- 
tion of the game i> that it removes 
the element nf luck from the game, 
because everybody plays the same 
cards. Fiddlesticks! If you don’t be- 
lieve us. we rest nur case on this 
hand from a leam-nf-lour match. 

Al both tables the final contract 


*i- six spades, reached at one table 
«n the auction shown. The duplica- 
tion in clubs was unfortunate- 

make the jack of clubs the jack of 
spades and the slam would have 
been an excellent one. 

With nothing to chouse between 
the rounded suits, one West elected 
to lead a club. That presented de- 
clarer with an extra trick he did not 
need. Having won the first trick in 
hand, declarer led a spade to the 
king and ace. Now there was no way 
t«_ avoid losing a second trump 
trick — down one. 

At the other table. West also 
chose an attacking lead— only this 
time it was the other rounded suit, 
hearts. Declarer won in dummy and 
led a trump to the queen in hand. 
When that held, declarer continued 
with a low trump, ducking in dum- 
my. That fetched the ace and the 
slam was home. In the trade, that is 
known ns a “coup en blanc.” 

This hand swung the match. Was 
the West who led a heart rather 
than a dub the better defender? 
Was it superior dummy play that 
resulted in a spade being led from 
Lhe board at une table, but not the 
other? No. just plain luckl 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 28, 1W3 

By rnmas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Flight Foundation. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Con- 
ditions today provide you with an 
excellent opportunity to discover 
just what can be done to make 
conditions at your own residence 
more favourable as well as more 
operative. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have every son of chance 
today to get a business person to 
give you tne expertise you require 
m order to have affairs function 
more smoothly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Much conversation with an associ- 
ate of fixed ideas can show you the 
right manner in which to have a 
greater harmony but a compromise 
must be made. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look into whatever new gadgets or 
methods are now on the market 
that you can utilise to make what- 
ever you 1 duties are easier to per- 
form with skill. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take some time out to 
look into various entertainments 
and amusements to make sure you 
are enjoying the ones you like best 
or make changes. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about the various items that can be 
improved at your residence so that 
a greater accord will exist between 
you and members of your family. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22> An exceDem day to use you 


discriminating and selective facut! 
ties to find the right sources of 
information by which to round ouj 
your success. ! 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octobef 
22) Now you are able to come toa 
better awareness of just what you 
can do to add to your income and 
revenue and have a greater feeling 
of security- j 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem-r 
ber 21) You now would be wise tor 
turn your attention to your wit 
deepest desires and plot and planl 
the best ways you can make them a- 
part of your life. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to? 
December 21) You need to quiqtiy: 
alone or with a t rusted advisory 
think out a course of action you 
can put in motion in the -days ahead 
to gain headway. 

CAPRICORN: (December . 2?ko 
January 20) Consider well how you 
can repay good friends who have 
been helpful to you in gaining the 
personal objectives that mean »so 
much to you. 

\ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A day to find out just what 
anyone who has any influence oyer 
your outside affairs expects of you 
and to conform to such a p(an 
willingly. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A whole new attitude and 
forward leap can be yours now if 
you are alert to the new interests 
and activities that are waiting your 
acceptance. 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By HarrU 





‘ifs a special type of hearing aid. It 
only lets you hear kind words 
and compliments!” 


Unscramble then four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SC RAMBLE D WORD GAME • 
by Henri Arnold.- * ... - , 


KYWAG 


HE 

' P "V 






VELOI 

R 






HURGOT 







t 


■» Looks flta 
an easy job 
to me 


w 



WHAT A 

HAKP-1VORK1N© 


Print answer hem 




Yesterday's I JlimWe8: ^GOR LAUGH SAVAGE CATCHY 
| Answer Sometimes OeSvered on hte rounds— 
CIRCULARS 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Eschew food 
5 Harem rooms 
9 Mora competent 

14 Cupid 

15 Sucking Ash 

16 Down under, to 
poets 

17 Funny Jay 

18 Sad notice 

19 Minuet, a^j. 

20 Maks sweaters 

21 Pro — 

22 Pleating erf fine 
fabric 

23 “ — Choochoo" 

26 Pertaining to 
reason 

27 Puma del — 

30 Maestro 

Rkxardo 
33 Jack Benny's 
valet 

35 Strong paper 
37 01 bone 
39 CeiSstand 
comic, Moray 

42 Sentence 

43 Coral 


FIRMON 

^ 1 I 

□= 

□ 

□ 

□□ 

Now arrange the circled letters to ' 

fotm the surprise answer, as sug- - J 
gested by the above cartoon. | 





46 Mark Twain's 
. Yankee 
50 Habituate 
52 UnfertSe 

g HofcWy drinks 
Taste for curios 

57 Rx 

58 Covering . 

59 Lend-? 

00 Kin of etc. 

61 Arab prince 
82 Acknowledge 

63 Proofreader’s 
mark 

64 Refuse 
DOWN 

i “Cohimbo" 

2 Verily 
3 — boom 
4 Plight one's — 
5 Portuguese 
•vine city 

6 Lincoln or 


7 Musical 
direction 


8 RushcSe's “ — 
Verses" 

9 Man: prat. 

10 Foreign Legion 
ram 

11 "TTie Birdman of 
Alcatraz 1 ' 

12 Emulate Ourer 

13 Korean 
president 

2* OW-worrumtsh 

25 Eight. In 

Barcelona 

28 Sports, group 

29 Schubert's king 

30 '■Auntie 

31 Not guaranteed, 
asaioan 

32 Retaliation fei 
kind 

34 Sword of yore 

35 Deface 

36 Galway Bay 
Wand 

39 Imagined 

40 Grow 
together 


YsstsrdaVi Punfa Solrati: 


KraSS nnn 

raHSK HG no nnn 

Rnnnnnn nnnnr 
nun Pinr^ 

□nRRnn nnnn n 

noon non nmrc 
nnnnn 

nrar-,S Rnn nnin [HO 

nnnSE nnnn nn 

nnHSH E nn, n Flfl 
Qnnren nnnn nn; 


1 SS2T 3 49 Matotsofig 

45e 22? • sORwrianeor 

47kS?I 5« 51 Spanish boy 

47 Wndof surgeon 54 Profit ‘ ' 7 
4S Single 55Chfpper ’ 
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Financial 


Jordan Timas 


.Veayctfe 

ClOM 



Kurupeaa Cumttjr Unit 


i mi p*r sn: 

KimvrM I Vo** m MB turn. 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


DntMrhr Mark 


Swiss Franc 


I'rmrii Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Kurapean C urrents linil 


DM 26/3/ 1993 


MTH 3 MTHSl * MTHSI12 MTHS 



t -V lUhn LMWoi cquflafcflL 


i: 26/3/J9W 


552.55 ■ 



Meta! 

UN D/Or 

JD/Gm 

■ *■-*- 

Silver 

3.73 

M0 



Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

IUS. D»«ar 

o.mc 

C.6900 

Sterling Pound 

i .mo 

1.0271 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4211 

0.4232 

-Swiss Franc 

0.4546 

0.4569 

French Franc 

0. 1236 

0.1244 

Japanese Yen 

0.5699 

0.5928 

Dutch (iltiWw 

0.3745 

C.37£4 



Italian lira'' 


Brigtan Franc 


Currency 


i: 27/3/1993 



Saudi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Rival 


Egyptian Pound 


UAE Dirham 


Creek Drachma" 


Cypriot Pound 


Bid 

Offer 

1.8000 

1.8300 

0.03825 

0.040/6 

o.:m 

0.1845 

2.2400 

2.2750 

0.1864 

0 

.1880 

0.1940 

0 

.2/50 

1.7600 

1.7800 

0.1864 

C.I&M 

0.3085 

0.3185 . 

1.3965 

1.4165 



Banking Sector 


Insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


Sendees Sector 


1 3/3/ W3 


791- 63 


133. 32 


215. 52 


272. 44 
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Dirty or not, 
the world will 
burn more coal 


LONDON (R5 — Leaders of the 
world coal industry met in Lon- 
don this week to send a Weak 
message to those who fret about 
pollution and global wanning. 

Reserves of about a trillion 
tonnes of coal and lignite are 
colossal. And humanity seems 
determined to mine and bum the 
staff. 

Talk at a World Coal Institute 
conference of industry leaders of 
SO countries centred on ways to 
do this that might curb the emis- 
sions of carbon dioxide (€02) 
and other damaging gases. 

But much of the coal is in 
Russia, China and India. The 
new “dean coal” technology has 
evolved in the affluent West and 
'it costs the kind of money that 
poorer nations can ill afford. 

“Coal production is forecast to 
increase by nearly 25 per cent by 
the year 2010," says the Worid 
Coal Institute, an industry asso- 
ciation. 

Coal, which units more C02, 
sulphur and other pollutants,, will 
probably displace oil at the top of 
the global energy mix. 

The big increase will be in- 
Asia, where the most populous 
nations, China and India, own a 
fifth of world reserves. 

Ecologists Anita Gordon and 
David Suzuki reckon in their 
book “it’s a matter of survival” 
that global emissions of green- 
house gases — said to contribute 
to global warming — wiH double 
in 40 years if those two nations 
burn as much coal as they hope to 
do. 

But despite such concerns, 
electricity supply in Asia, where 
there are already chronic power- 
shortages, will depend on coal. 

That region, according to Alan 
Burrell of the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank, will eariy next cen- 


Russian central bank 
chief defends his actions 


MOSCOW (R) — The head of 
Russia’s central hank, accused of 
sabotaging economic reforms, de- 
fended his actions in a letter to 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported Friday. 

. Central bank . chief „Y3ktor 
Gerashchenko’s letter accused 
chief economic reformer Boris 
Fyodorov of ntimickmg Western 
practice without regard for Rus- 
sia's special arcxunstances. 

“Gerashchenko thinks that ... 
the programme is mainly limited 
to copying the principles... of 
monetary policy carried out in 
countries with an advanced mar- 
ket structure, which is naturally 
not appropriate for Russia,” 
TASS reported. 

“The central bank programme 
envisages a step-by-step transfer 
to a "nou-traditional stabilisation 


programme' and it opposes the 
programme of file deputy pre- 
mier (Fyodorov), which is mainly 
oriented to an IMF-type stabilisa- 
tion plan." TASS gave no further 
details. 

The Russian government wants 
the central , bank to., stop printing 
money and issuing new loam, and 
to raise interest rates sharply. 

The reformers say an expan- 
sionary central bank policy has 
driven inflation to unacceptable 
levels — prices rose 2,623 per 
.cent in 1992. It means the govern- 
ment is unable to cany ont its 
economic plans. 

Mr. Fyodorov has called on 
President Boris Yeltsin to consid- 
er whether Mr. Gerashchenko 
should be replaced. But the cen- 
tral bank denies that it is re- 
sponsible for inflation or that it is 
stalling reforms. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apartment Occupying 
Third Floor in A Three-Floor Building 

Super deluxe furniture & finishing. Consists of: 3 bedrooms, 1 is 
master, 1 living room, 1 guest room, 1 equipped German style 
kitchen, 3 baths, large terrace with wide sight. Phone is 
available. Location: Rabia district, between Baptist School and 
Mecca St in a unique quiet residential area. 

For more information, please call 810464 
from (9 am.- 4 p.m.) and (5:30-8 p.m.) in the first day, & 


(4-8 p.m.) the following days. 


M' 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Sylvester Stallane — In 

STOP! OR MY 
K WII 
OOT 

Shows: 11=00. 1:00, 3JO.&15.&30. 1030 


Nabfl A 1 Meshini Theatre 


Presents as of March 17, 1993 
the political comedy play 

Definitely Democracy 
(Demokratiyya Wa Nil as) 
Zawwad Wild Awwad Party 


Tel.: 675571 


European experts 
urge better use 
of older workers 

GENEVA (R) — European and answer to the West's lo 


tnry have some 200 cities of more 
than a million inhabitants cadi. 

“1997 will mark a turning point 
when most of the world’s popula- 
tion will live in urban areas," be 
says. “These people will aspire to 
the higher standards of living that 
they see in the industrialised 
world and these aspirations will, 
inevitably, critically depend on 
electricity.” 

For Mr. Burrell and others who 
gave papers to the London meet- 
ing foe need is to burn coal as 
efficiently and cleanly as possible. 

“The abandonment of fossil 
fuels as an energy source for 
power generation is inconceiv- 
able,” said Hans-Dieter Harig, 
managing board member of Ger- 
man utility Veba A.G. 

Mr. Harig said coal use was 
likely to rise even in mature 
economies. The European Com- 
munity may be burning nearly 20 
per cent more coal to generate 
dectricity in 2010 than it does 
now. 

Technical possibilities and the 
inefficiency of most existing pow- 
er stations led Mr. Harig to see 
great potential for reducing CD2 
emissions. 

Average power station efficien- 
cy in Europe is about 35 per cent. 
Better than 50 per cent might be 
achieved by burning coal under 
pressure in modern plants, he 
said. 

But there could be no quick fix. 
It would need a global commit- 
ment, starting now, to a program- 
me led by the industrial nations to 
modernise coal power stations 
throughout foe world. 

sums would be huge. The 
Asian Development Bank thinks' 
that investment to meet Asian 
electricity demand will cost $500 
to $900 billion over the next 10 
years. 


GENEVA (K) — European and 
North American officials, ending 
a four-day population confer- 
ence, Friday urged better use of 
older workers and pensioners. 

The officials:, from 45 countries 
and including 15 ministers, 
adopted 88 separate recom- 
mendations on such issues as 
ageing, migration and health. 

The U.N.-sponsored European 
Population Conference, a region- 
al preparatory meeting for a 
world conference in Cairo next 
year, also discussed the threat of 
a flood of migrants from the old 
East Bloc into western European. 

The conference recommended 
that policies should “stimulate 
different forms of care for over- 
populations” and try as much as 
possible to keep elderly people 
living in the community. 

“The valuable contribution 
that the productive roles played 
by the elderly make to society, 
especially as volunteers and care- 
givers, should be given due recog- 
nition,” it said. 

The U.N.’s Economic Com- 
mission for Europe warned in a 
study earlier this week that pen- 
sioners would soon start to out- 
number children in Europe and 
North America for the first time. , 

The report said the number of 
old people in the two regions had 
doubled in foe past 40 years and 
would continue to rise sharply in 
the coming decades, posing a 
huge financial challenge for gov- 
ernments well into the 21st cen- 
tury. 

It said immigration was not the 


answer to the West's low birth 
rates and ageing populations. 

“Governments should appreci- 
ate that, while certain imbala n ces 
in foe labour market may be 
compensate for by immigration, 
immigration may not be a foil 
solution to adjust the age struc- 
ture,” foe conference said in its 
final report. “Heavy reliance on 
immigration to solve demog- 
raphic imbalances could in foe 
long run lead to substantial fluc- 
tuations in foe age structures of 
national populations.” 

The conference urged govern- 
ments ,to adopt “child-friendly” 
policies making it easier for 
women with children to have 
careers. 

They said that rather than en- 
couraging women to stay at 
home, governments should de- 
velop better childcare facilities to 
help women combine work and 
family roles and should encour- 
age employers to introduce more 
flexible schedules. 

On migration, considered 
Europe’s most immediate 
population issue, the conference 
recommended that both “send- 
ing” and “receiving" countries 
should try to reduce foe causes of 
emigration. In the case of “send- 
ing” countries, this could only be 
achieved by development. 

The conference said refugees 
should still be treated as a special 
case, however, and be granted 
“at least temporary protection” 
in line with international huma- 
nitarian standards. 



Business booms at 
Belgrade car show 
despite sanctions 


BELGRADE (R) — To stage an 
international car show in Bel- 
grade while rump Yugoslavia is 
hit by a total U.N. trade embargo 
would seem the height of futility. 

But business at the 32nd Bel- 
grade International Car Show 
which opened Friday was re- 
ported to be brisk at the luxury 
end of the market, : offering evi- 
dence ' thaf sanctions are makmg 
some people very rich. 

“Last year it was the formers 
snapping up Mercedes and 
BMWs for cash in hard currency, 
this year it is the hoodlums,” a 
Belgrade businessman said. 

A whole new sub-industry of 
smuggling and blade markets has 
sprung np to cope with foe sanc- 
tions, offering a Kfo-line to ordin- 
ary people and vast profits to big 
operators. 

The sanctions ensured that no 
foreign companies were repre- 
sented directly at this year’s Bel- 
grade exhibition. 

However their latest models 
were conspicuously on show, 
offered by small private firms 
which have sprung up since sanc- 


tions. One dealer said they maiF 
age to bring the cars in ‘Through 
a variety of channels.” 

The star of the show, a Mer- 
cedes 600 SEC limousine, was on 
offer for $237,000. It was sold by 
eariy afternoon on foe first day 
for $220,000. 

It was assumed foe lucky new 
owner had an assured supply of 
petrol, which is in desperately 
short supply and selling on foe 
black market for up to $2.50 a 
litre. 

The giant Mercedes, with its 
5-2-litre engine and 400 horse- 
power, uses 20 litres of petrol per 
100 kilometres, said the owner of 
foe firm selling it. 

With Yugoslavia gripped by 
hyperinflation running at 225 per 
cent a month, foe average salary 
has dropped to the equivalent of 
$18 a month. 

A licensed BMW dealer at the 
show had no cars to sell since he 
was tied to the parent company’s 
policy. But he said he was making 
an appearance, “for the sake of 
tradition, and to thumb our noses 
at sanctions.” 


Furnished Ground Floor of Villa 

For Rent 

At Al-Rasheed District. Three bedrooms, large living room 
(10x7m). Two bathrooms with all independent facilities, 
and telephone. 

Contact: Tel. 688008 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


Macaulay CulkJn 

HOME ALONE 2 

“LOST IN NEW YORK 

Shows 11:00, 1:00,3:15. 6.-00. S:15. 1&30 



Cinema 

PLAZA 

Tel.: 699238^ 

Ahmed Zakl — in 


Mr. Karate 


(Arabic) 


Shows: 1230, 3:00. 4:45. fc30. 8J0. Kk30 . 
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Returns on April 5, 1993 with two plays: 

Welcome Parliament and Government 
and 

Welcome New World Order 

Happy Eld 


Salem Abdul Aziz A1 Sabah 

Kuwait says 
GCC works 
on currency 
cooperation 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's cen- 
tral bank governor said in re- 
marks published Saturday Gulf 
countries were working hard to 
tie their currencies to a common 
basket of foreign currencies in 
preparation for eventual monet- 
ary union. 

“Financial institutions and cen- 
tral banks... are making big 
efforts to support the financial 
and economic coordination 
necessary to tie their currencies 
to one basket," Sheikh Salem 
Abdul Aziz A1 Sabah said in an 
interview with A1 Seyasseh news- 
paper. 

Sheikh Salem was referring to 
foe six member states of foe Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) — 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar. Kuwait, 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Oman that have been trying 
for several years to agree on a 
common currency basket but 
without much success. 

“There is no doubt that tying 
foe GCC currencies in the future 
to a joint basket will... not lead to 
negative reflections which will 
affect negatively the performance 
of the economies of foe GCC 
countries,” he added. 

Sheikh Salem said Kuwait used 
a basket of currencies to calculate 
the value of foe Kuwaiti dinar 
and some other council countries 
linked their units to a single 
currency. 

He did not name foe currency 
but most Gulf Arab currencies 
are linked to foe U.S. dollar, the 
currency in which oil, their major 
economic asset, is priced. 

“Many alternative proposals 
concerning unifying the baskets 
have been submitted, and they 
are being studied,” he said with- 
out elaborating. 

Onp of foe GCC's longstanding 
aims is to move towards a single 
market by strengthening monet- 
ary cooperation and streamlining 
customs, trade and financial reg- 
ulations. 

Sheikh Salem said the eventual 
goal of monetary cooperation re- 
quired a general improvement to 
foe Gulf banking system and de- 
pended on overall moves to unify 
Golf markets. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran officially 
devalued the riyal by opto 95.6 
per cent against the dollar Satur- 
day as pan of reforms scrapping a 
three-tier parity system. 

The central bank announced 
foreign exchange rates under a 
new single-parity system, setting 
the dollar at 1538/1542 riyals. 

This replaces a three-tier sys- 
tem under which the official rate 
was last set at 67.05/67.95 per 
dollar on March 18 — represent- 
ing a devaluation of 95.6 per cent. 

"This is the official rate. It is 
foe only rate we will have,” 
Saeed Niazi, director of foreign 
exchange budget, policies, and 
regulations at the central bank 
told Reuters. 

Another old rate of 600 riyals 
per dollar was also abolished 
Saturday, compared to which the 
new rate represents a devaluation 
of 61 per cent.. 

But the impact of the change is 
smaller than foe figures s uggest 
because much of foe devaluation was 
in effect spread over the past four 
years when the scope or me otn- 
dal rate was progressively limited 
through the three-tier system. 

An Iranian foreign exchange 
dealer in London told Renters 
business was slow because of 
Iranian new year holidays and the 
announcement had not affected 
the riyal’s open market rate of 
about 1600/1615 per dollar. 

The two old rates were drop- 
ped under the budget law for the 
Iranian year which started on 
March 21. Saturday was the first 
business day after new year holi- 
days. 

The third rate in the old sys- 
tem. called the floating rate, was 
last set before the holidays at 
1538/1542 per dollar — the same 
level at which 'the new official 
rate started. 

The devaluation caps four 
years of currency reform under- 
President Akhar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani to put order in Iran's 
economy after the devastating 
1980-88 war with Iraq and a 
decade of centralised government 
control. 

Some Iranian economists and 
media say that foe devaluation 
would greatly increase inflation 
officially set at about 20 per cent 
a year and doubt that the govern- 
ment can support foe riyal even at 
foe new rate. 

But Economy and Finance 
Minister Mohsen Nourbakhsh 
said last month foe government 
would sell npost of its oil revenue 
through banks and would be able 
to keep foe riyal stable. 

Iran envisages oil revenue in 
foe current Iranian year at $17 
billion, just above last year’s pro- 
jection. 


A ground floor flat consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
salons, verandas, separate central heating, garden and private 
garage. Can be rented with or without furniture. 

Location: Tlaa’ A1 Ali, directly behind A) Dustour newspaper, 
near Husam A1 Ghuleh housing project. 

Call at the site during the day or through tel.: 04451809, 
Jerash at night 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHEINA 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, dining and living room, 
American system, new deluxe furniture, new building, indepen- 
dent central heating, fit for diplomatic missions. 

Please call Tel. 820259, after 11:00 a.m. 


CAR WITH GULF LICENCE PLATE 
FOR SALE/DUTY UNPAID 

Honda Accord EX 1990, dark hazel colour, stickshift 
electric windows, air-condition, radio and cassette player, 
subject to test. 

Call tel.: 650729 


WANTED: FEMALE CLEANERS 
To work for Rum Continental Hotel 

The hotel is in need of female cleaners provided they have 
acquired valid work and residence permits. 

Call In person to be Interviewed by the hotel management 
Bauman Street, TeU 823162, 623163 - Amman 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and unfurnished apartment 
available for rent in west Amman. 

For more information, call 613680 
Middle-East Real-Estate 


DO YOU NEED HELP AT HOWIE? 

LET US HELP YOU CHOICE YOUR HOUSEMAID 
FROM SRILANKA &PHILIPP1NES 
SAKER TRADING SERVICES BUREAU 
THIRD CIRCLE/TOWER BUILDING /FLOOR 16 

TEL. NO. 828834 
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Serbs stall Srebrenica convoy 


BELGRADE (R) — An attempt 
by die main U.N. aid agency to 
send a convoy of relief supplies to 
the besieged eastern Bosnian 
Muslim town of Srebrenica was 
thwarted in Serbia Saturday when 
police stopped it. 

Officials of the United Nations 
'High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said the convoy was 
' stopped shortly after leaving Mali 
Zvomik as it beaded south to-' 
wards a border crossing into Bos- . 
nia at Ljubovtja. 

It returned to Mali Zvomik 
while General Philippe Morillon, 
the commander of the United 
Nations Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) in Bosnia, negotiated 
for it to be allowed to reach the 
mountain settlement where 
60,000 Muslims are blockaded by 
the Bosnian Serb army. 

A second convoy for the Mus- 
lim enclave of Zepa, which is also 
under siege by Serbs in eastern 
Bosnia, was also stalled at Mali 
Zvomik. 

General Ratko Mladic, the 
bead of the Bosnia Serb forces, 
had promised Friday that the 
Srebrenica convoy would be 
allowed through during negotia- 
tions with UNPROFOR com- 
manders on a ceasefire due to 
take effect across Bosnia at noon 
Sunday. 

Gen. Morillon said Bosnian 


Muslims and Croats w6uld also 
observe the ceasefire after 11 
months of civil war. 

The deal was struck after talks 
in Belgrade attended by Gen. 
Morillon ^ Gen. Mladic and the 
head of the United Nations Pro- 
tection Force m former Yugosla- 
via, General Lars- Eric Wahlgren. 

Gen. Wahlgren said be would 
chair a meeting of the chiefs of 
the three warring Bosnian armies 
at Sarajevo Airport on April 6 to 
discuss how best to stop the fight- 
ing. 

Speaking in Sarajevo Friday, 
Bosnian Vice President Ejup 
Game said of the Bosnian Serb 
commitment to a ceasefire; “It is 
, good if it turns out to be true." 

There have been many cease- 
fires since war broke out in Bos- 
nia last April, but none has work- 
ed. Fighting was reported in the 
suburbs of Sarajevo and in north- 
ern Bosnia Friday. 

UNHCR officials in Srebrenica 
said Friday that the town . had not 
been shelled for 24 hours. 

The UNHCR special envoy for 
former Yugoslavia, Jose Maria 
Mendiluce, expressed doubts ab- 
out the truce. “I am sceptical 
about the gap between everything - 
that had been negotiated (in the 
past) and the reality." 

The announcement of the ceas- 
efire came as Bosnian Serb leader 


Radovan Karadzic arrived in Bel- 
grade and threatened to pull oat 
of mtemationally-mediated peace 
-talks on^Bosnia. 

Mr. Karadzic told reporters: ‘ 
“First they satisfied the Croats, 
then the Muslims. Now they have 
to satisfy the Serbs." 

Mr. Karadzic has rejected a 
U.N.-sponsored plan to split Bos- 
nia into 10 semi- -autonomous re- 
gions. The deal has been 
accepted by Bosnia’s Muslims 
and Croats. 

International pressure 
mounted on the Bosnian Serbs 
not to hold out against the prop- 
osals, as President Bill Clinton 
said be would give the Serbs a few 
more days before considering 
more stringent actions to bring 
them into line. 

Mr. Karadzic was defiant: “It 
doesn’t matter. Pressure can only 
unify the Serbian people.” 

Meanwhile U.S. cargo planes 
airdropped supplies to eastern 
Bosnia Friday night but German 
planes remained grounded for 
fear Bosnian Serbs might try to 
shoot down all relief flights if they 
join. 

Three U.S. Air Force C-130s 
delivered 17 tonnes of food to 
Srebrenica, the 18th airdrop to 
the besieged Muslim town and 
the 27th overall, the U.S. Euro- 
pean Command said Saturday. 


But three German Air Force 
planes also at Frankfort’s Rhein- 
Main Airbase did not join the 
mission although tiny have been 
ready to fly since Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s government approved 
their participation Wednesday. 

The United Nations said Friday 
that Bosnian Serbs threatened to 
shoot down all planes dropping 
relief supplies over Bosnia if Ger- 
man aircraft joined the opera- 
tion. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said last week pro- 
tests by Bosnian Serbs would be 
ignored, but that Bonn would 
have to reconsider its determina- 
tion to join the humanitarian 
flights if there were “a massive 
rejection.” 

Bosnian Serbs are bitter about 
German involvement in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, blaming Bonn 
for pushing the European Com- 
munity into early recognition of 
Croatia and Slovenia and thereby 
tbe breakup to Yugoslavia. 

Serbs have also said German 
military flights over former 
Yugoslavia would revive memor- 
ies of Nazi Germany’s bombing 
and occupation of the country in 
World War H. 

The U.S. Air Force had deli- 
vered 770 tonnes of food and 24 
tonnes of medical supplies since 
the operation began on Feb. 28. 


Over 300 
drown in 
Bangladesh 

DHAKA (R) — More than 300 
people were feared drowned and 
at least 25,000 lost their homes in 
Bangladesh when storms sank an 
overcrowded river ferry and car- 
go boats and left a trail of des- 
truction across the land. 

The gales began Friday night, 
swamping the feny M.M. Jubair 
in the Tetulia River while it was 
sailing from Barisal to Lahnohan 
with some 250 people on board. 

“Suddenly we found ourselves 
caught in powerful winds. Mi- 
nutes later the ferry listed on one 
side and went down with men, 
women and children screaming 
for help,” survivor Abul Hossain 
said. 

Officials said tbe ferry, sailing a 
day after the 'Eid AJ Fitr festival 
during which Muslims traditional- 
ly visit their home towns, was 
carrying about 100 more than its 
legal capacity. 

More than 100 people managed 
to swim ashore but the rest — 
including the captain — were 
missing, believed to have 
drowned. 

Divers and fishermen scoured 
the river Saturday, recovering six 
bodies, including two police 
guards. 

Initial attempts to salvage the 
boat failed and rescue ships were 
not expected to reach the wreck 
.until Saturday evening. 

The sudden deluge in southern 
Bangladesh left at least 25,000' 
people homeless, officials said. 

“The storm totally destroyed 
more than 2^500 houses in Bhola 
and Barisal districts in just three 
minutes,” District Administrator 
Mohammad Mamtajuddin said 
after visiting the affected areas. 

"Up to 200 people have been 
injured in the freak storm. We 
are expecting more details, in- 
cluding possible deaths.” be told 
Reuters. 

Winds gusted at up to 60 mph 
(90 kph), uprooting hundreds of 
trees, damaging crops and cutting 
off communications. 

Local authorities have started 
distributing relief goods. 

State radio said the storm also 
overwhelmed and sank 22 boats 
carrying rice and other cargo on 
the Analkha River near Barisal 
Friday night. 

It gave no details but local 
residents said such boats carry up 
to 10 people each as they sail 
between river ports. 

“None of the boats has been 
traced yet nor any of their people 
come back,” one Barisal official 
said Saturday. 

Officials told reporters Satur- 
day afternoon that hopes of find- 
ing more ferry passengers alive 
were fading. 


Angola rebels fight for control of Cuito 


LUANDA (R) — UNITA troops 
fought for control of the central 
city of Cuito Saturday while talks 
continued with the United States 
to revive a tattered Angolan 
peace pact. 

Defence Ministry spokesman 
Brigadier Jose Manuel "iota" 
said fighting continued in Onto 
but he said the government con- 
trolled the airport and urban 
areas. 

UNITA radio said Friday night 
Jonas Savimbi’s rebel forces had 
advanced further into Cuito and 
controlled 95 per cent of the city, 
with a population of a quarter 
million. 

Meanwhile, senior U.S. offi- 
cials met for a third day with a 
UNITA delegation in the Ivory 
Coast to discuss ways of reviving 
a 1991 peace agreement between 
Mr. Savimbi's National Union for 
tbe Total Independence of Ango-. 
la and the Angolan government. 

Diplomats said UNITA secret- 
ary for information Jorge Valen- 
ti m had presented an eight-point 
proposal for reviving the peace 
process, which broke doyvn after 
UNITA rejected its defeat by the 
ruling MFLA in elections last 


September. 

“The two essential points are 
the formation of a transition gov- 
ernment — I have heard a period 

of two yearc being bandied about and whai 

UNITA calls administrative 
decentralisation, presumably a 
codeword for some form of re- 
* gional autonomy,” one U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

He declined to specify the 
other points of the UNITA prop- 
osal, put to a team led by U.S. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State Geoffery Davtdcgp, but he 
said Washington had difficulties 
in .accepting some of them. 

If the United States feels there 
are sufficient grounds for calling a 
fresh round of peace talks, it will 
discuss the idea with Portugal and 
Russia, the other official obser- 
vers of the 1991 peace agreement, 
and the United Nations. 

They could convene a fresh 
round of face-to-face negotiations 
between UNITA and the MFLA 
(Popular Movement for the Li-, 
beration of Angola), which has: 
governed the country since inde- 
pendence from Portugal in 1975. 

Angolan government officials 


were also in Abidjan, but with no 
declared intention of meeting 
UNITA negotiators. 

The government- delegation 
was reported to include Faustino 
Muteka, and General Higino 
Camctio, both members of die 
MPLA government team at last 
month’s aborted peace talks in 
the Ethiopian capital Addis Aba- 
ba. 

In Angola, diplomats and aid 
workers expect Onto, the capital 
of Bie province, to fall to UNITA 
shortly. 

The rebel movement captured 
central highlands capital Hnambo 
oh March 6 after a fierce two- 
month battle and is consolidating 
its control of the region. 

Menongue,^ city of more than 
80,000 people on the southeast- 
ern fringe of die central highlands 
is under continuous artillery bom- 
bardment and UNITA is pushing 
westwards towards die coast to 
try to capture the garrison town 
of Cubal. 

But government forces are 
advancing in northwestern Ango- 
la and are expected to regain 
control of the area soon. 


Northern Ireland Protestant extremists 
kill 6 Catholics, hail successful week 


BELFAST (R) — Protestant ex- 
tremists who shot dead six Catho- 
lics in a new round of bloodletting 
in Northern Ireland have hailed 
this week as a success. 

Security chiefs now fear that 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
battling to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland, may now be 
stung by its supporters into re- 
taliation, plunging Northern Ire- 
land into yet another bloody spir- 
al of “tit-for-tat” killings. 

The outl awed Ulster Freedom 
Fighters (UFF) have admitted 
responsibility for killing six 
Catholics in the year's bloodiest 
week in Northern Ireland's poli- 
tical and sectarian conflict and 
warned they would intensify then- 
campaign. 

A UFF spokesman told a Bel- 
fast newspaper. “We have the 
arms, the information and more 
than enough volunteers and the 
dedication is there. 

“It is a terrible thing that any- 
one should lose their lives but if 
you are talking in terms of success 
rates, yes. this week has been a 
success.” 

The gunmen killed an activist 
in Sinn Fein, the IRA’s political 
wing, gunned down a Belfast 
teenager and shot dead four 
workmen doing renovation on a 
house in a sleepy little seaside 
town. 


Hie IRA admitted Friday night 
that one of the workmen, 25- 
yearoid James Kelly, was one of 
their members. 

Police are questioning “a num- 
ber of men” about the killing. 

In a follow-up search after the 
Belfast teenager was shot, police . 
also found five tonnes of perttiis- 
er similar to that used by the IRA 
to make car bombs. 

Tbe IRA has also been hit by a 
wave of revulsion on both sides of 
the Irish Sea after killing two 
children last weekend in a bomb 
blast in the central England town 
of Warrington. 

British and Irish archbishops, 
prime ministers and politicians 
joined hands in abhorrence but 
the most powerful voices were a 
spontaneous “people power” 
peace movement. 

A Dublin housewife has orga- 
nised a mass rally Sunday to 
protest at the IRA campaign, a 
planeload of flowers was sent 
from Dublin weOwishers to the 
Warrington funeral of three-year- 
old Johnathan Ball and 30,000 
people have signed a book of 
condolence in the Irish capital. 

The IRA, acutely aware of tbe 
height of feeling, bas surprisingly- 
agreed to a secret meeting with 
Gordon Wilson who touched the 
hearts of millions around tbe 
world in 1987 when he publicly 
forgave the IRA for killing his 


daughter in a bomb blast at a war 
memorial ceremony. * 

He is to plead with the IRA to 
lay down its arms and end tbe 
conflict that has now taken 3,053 
lives since 1969. 

In London, Irish Prime Minis- 
ter Albert Reynolds said Satur- 
day Iris government would talk to 
anybody, anywhere, at any time 
to bring an end to political vio- 
lence. 

He was speaking for the first- 
time since foe Warringt o n blasts 
and the six deaths m Northern 
Ireland. 

“We are ready to at at the 
table, any time, any day and go 
anywhere to have peace talks 
with anybody. Everybody must 
come to the table with an open 
mind and no pre-conditions,” 
Mr. Reynolds told British Broad- 
casting Corporation radio. 

“It’s been a bad week. It’s been 
a black week and one would hope 
that we won’t see a repetition of 
that for a long, long time, and 
hopefully never again,” he 
added. 

Mr. Reynolds said . talks on 
returning Northern Ireland to 
local power-sharing government, 
which collapsed last year, had 
matte progress. He said there was 
no reason talks could not resume 
before the local elections in 
Northern Ireland in May. 


Clinton, 

Kohl map 
Russia, 
Bosnia 
strategy 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl vowed 
an all-out effort to “keep alive” 
democratic reforms in Russia and 
warned defiant Bosnian Serbs of 
new pressures to stop the “car- 
nage” in Bosnia. 

Following their fust meeting, 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Kohl told 
reporters they agreed on a broad 
range of issues. 

The pligh t of Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, however, domin- 
ated their talks. It p r o m pt e d 
them to stress their loyalty to his 
reform efforts during a joint news 
conference in the White House. 

“We are committed to doing 
everything we possibly can to. 
keep alive democracy and reform . 
in Russia,” said Mr. Clinton, who 
holds his first sum mit with Mr. 
Yeltsin April 3-6 in Vancouver, 
British Colombia. 

Mr. Kohl, who recently met 
foe Russian leader in Moscow, 





U.S. President Bfll Cfintoa (left) wafts with German Chancellor 
Hrfmat Kohl in the Rose Garden at the White House Friday (AFP 
photo) 


agreed and said: “Both of us are 
aware of foe fact that any type of 
setback (for Russian reforms) will 
be much more expensive than any 
assistance we give now.” 

“We want to send a message to 
the people of Russia that tbe 
West — - under the leadership of.' 
the Americans and the American 
president — will do everything in 
its power to see to it that Russia 
(and other former Soviet repub- 
lics)... stand a chance to walk on 
their own path toward freedom.” 
he said. . 

Mr. Clinton intends to use foe 


summit with Mr. Yeltsin to offer 
an expanded U.S. assistance 
package. Options under consid- 
eration include proriding loan 
guarantees for foe housin g of 
Russian troops returned from 
Eastern Europe and a package to 
help develop Russia’s energy re- 
serves. 

Even before he arrived in 
Washington, Mr. Kohl said Ger- 
many had reached the limits of 
what it could pay after providing 
more than S49 billion in aid to 
Russia, more than half of foe 
Western total. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Indian hijacker surrenders 

AMRITSAR, India (R) — An unemployed tractor mechanic, 
saying he wanted to protest against India’s politicians, hijacked an 
Indian Airlines plane Saturday but surrendered peacefully eight 
hours later. All 192 passengers, including two young childre n and 
a baby, and nine crew members left the Airbus A-300 unharmed 
“I wanted to show the world that India is going to the dogs.” 
Hija cker Hari Singh, 45, who did not have any explosives 
strapped to him as be had claimed, told reporters after surrender- 
ing. “Corruption is on the increase in the country, communalism ■ 
is on the rise and people’s passions are being aroused on 
communal grounds,” he said. “I wanted to highl ight these things, 
so I hijacked the plane,” said Mr. Singh, who added that be had 
been a worker for Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s 
Congress Party for the past 10 years. Mr. Singh, who said he was 
from the village of Jhajjar in Harayan state near New Delhi, wore 
a long shirt bearing the faces of potitidans he blamed for religious 
violence in which about 2,000 people were killed in December 
and January. 

India’s Rao" moves to quell dissent 

SURAJKUND, India (R) — Indian Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao, under heavy pressure from dissidents over an upsurge 
of Hindu nationalism, launched a sharp counter-attack Saturday 
at the annual convention of his Congress Party. Mr. Rao told 
delegates he would not tolerate dissent within the party. “There is 
a point beyond which continued and motivated dissent can barm 
foe interests of die party,” Mr. Rao said, without naming any of 
Jiis detractors. “Tbe time has come to put a stop to this activity ' 
and enforce discipline,” he said. “There has been a lot of criticism 
that I have been too soft. I will have to respond.” A group of 
dissidents led by Human Resources Development Minister Arjun 
Singh has been demanding that Mr. Rao give up one of his two 
posts — prime minister or party president — to rejuvenate die 
Congress. 

5 lost In U.S. Navy crash 

LONDON (AP) — An observation aircraft assigned to monitor 
relief drops in Bosni a-Heizegovina crashed in foe Ionian Sea and 
five crew members are missing, the U.S. Navy said. The E-2C 
Hawk eye, based on the carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt, had not 
encountered any hostile fire, according to a statement released by 
U.S. Naval Forces, Europe. The crash was reported 2354 GMT 
Thursday night, about a mile from tbe carrier, as two Hawkeyes 
were returning to die carrier, the navy said. It said die Theodore 
Roosevelt was operating south of foe Straits of Otranto as part of 
Sixth Fleet operations in support of Operation Provide Promise. . 

Japan prosecutors indict Kanemaru 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese prosecutors indicted the ruling party’s 
fallen godfather Shm Kanemaru on a second count of massive tax 
evasion Saturday and were poised to (fig deeper to track down the 
sources of his illegal funds. Senior officials of the Tokyo 
Prosecutors’ Office told a news conference they had concluded 
their investigation into Mr. Kanemaru’s tax abuses. At tbe same . 
time, they said they will continue , to look for more evidence that 
could expose shady links between Mr. Kanemaru and the 
companies and individuals that lavished money on him. “We 
indicted former lawmaker Kanemaru today on charges of tax 
evasion after discovering that he concealed income of 1.65 billion 
yen from 1988 to 1989,” said Kiyohiko Masui, chief prosecutor of 
the Tokyo Prosecutors' Office. Tm very pleased with the 
progress made in this case.” 

10 drug dealers executed in China 

PEKING (R) — Ten drag traffickers have been executed in the a 
southern Chinese city of Guangzhou, the official Xinhua News' 
Agency said Saturday. The sentences were carried out Friday 
after approval from the Supreme People’s Court. The agency 
quoted local court official Deng Guoji as saying that drug dealers 
'were running rampant in the city, across the border from the 
British colony of Hong Kong, and that foe number of drug addicts 
was rising. More than 100 drugs offenders were sentenced to 
death in Guangzhou between 1988 and T992, the agency said. 


‘S. African nuclear programme helped by U.S., Israel, Germany and France’ 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — An 
arms control activist has accused 
tbe United States, Israel, Ger-. 
many and France of providing 
crucial help to South Africa's 
nuclear programme for decades. 

The statements contradicted 
President F.W. De Klerk, who 
said Wednesday that South Afri- 
ca’s nuclear programme was en- 
tirely home grown. He disclosed 
that six atomic bombs were built 
during the 1970s and 1980s, but 
said they were dismantled in 

1990. ... 

“What they are saying is only 
the tip of the iceberg," said 
Abdul Minty, head of foe Norwe- 
gian based World Campaign 
Against Military And Nuclear 
Collaboration With South Africa. 
He was born in South Africa but, 
left In 1950. __ . • 

Mr- Minty said Mr. De Klerk 
denied foreign assistance because 


he did not want to embarrass the 
Western nations that not only, 
helped South Africa build the 
bomb but kept secret their know- 
ledge of the programme. 

Mr. Minty said the U.S. assist- 
ance dates to the 1950s, and 
possibly earlier. A total of 155 
U.S. scientists with nuclear ex- 
pertise visited South Africa be- 
tween 1957 and 1977, he said, 
while South Africa sent 90 scien- 
tists to the United States. 

In addition. Milwaukee-based 
Allis Chalmers Corp. sold South 
Africa its first nuclear reactor, 
which went into operation in 
1967, Mr. Minty said. 

Mr. Minty, in a news confer- 
ence at foe headquarters of foe 
black opposition African Nation- 
al Congress, said Mr. De Klerk 
made his admissions largely be- 
cause of U.S. pressure. 

The ANC has praised Presi- 


dent Bill din ton’s government 
for demanding such a public discl- 
osure from South Africa when 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha vi- 
sited Washington recently. 

“Why didn’t the U.S put press- 
ure on South Africa in the 1960s 
and 1970s?” asked Mr. Minty. 

He suggested that U.S. offi- 
cials, along with the De Klerk 
government, have become in- 
creasingly nervous about the 
prospect of a left leaning Mack 
government getting its hands on 
nuclear weapons. 

Mr. De Klerk says he wants a 
multiracial election next year, 
and the ANC is the overwhelm- 
ing favourite. Tbe ANC favours 
making Africa a nuclear free 
zone, but its allies indude such 
U-S- foes as Libya and Cuba. 

The United States could have 
forced South Africa’s hand much 
sooner, Mr. Minty said. U.S. 


satellites detected a flash, 
thought to be a nud ear test, off 
foe country’s southern coast in 
1979, but foe information was not 
made public until it was leaked 
out much later. 

South Africa says it never 
tested its nudear weapons. But 
Mr. Mmty said the country was 
collaborating with Israel during 
the 1979 test as part of a long 
ctfliwting nudear exchange. 

Most metfia' accounts hive said 
.mineral rich South Africa pro- 
vided foe enriched uranium while 
Israel helped provide technology-’ 

Mr. Minty also said South Afri- 
ca received substan t ial aid from 
Germany in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, mostly through foe 
exchange of scientists. He said 
Waldo Stnmpf, the current head 
of South Africa’s Atomic Energy 
Corp. worked with the Germans 
during this period. 


The French, meanwhile, 
helped build South Africa’s nuc- 
lear power plant at Koeberg, in 
foe Western Cape province. 

“It is laughable for Mr. De 
Klerk to state that South Africa 
developed its nudear weapons 
capability without outside help,” 
said Rodger Jardine, who handles 
technological affairs for the 
ANC. 

South Africa's past secrecy and 
refusal to submit to international 
inspections have raised suspicions 
the country coaid still hold 
weapons grade fuel or possibly 
even weapons. 

Various reports have estimated 
that South Africa developed as 
much as 300 kilogrammes (660 
pounds) of enriched uranium. 
Mr. Minty said that would be 
enough to construct 80 nudear 
weapons. 


He said an “Iraq type” inves- 
tigation would be needed to un- 
cover tbe extent of South Africa’s 
nudear capacity. He said foe 
International Atomic Energy' 
Agency does not have the author- 
ity to examine nudear facilities or 
documents without government 
permission. 

A joint statement issued Friday 
night by South Africa's Atomic 
Energy Corporation and 
Armscor, the government run 
weapons industry, insisted only 
six nudear bombs were made — 
and without any foreign help. 

It said the devices were de- 
signed to explode with the force 
of 10,000 to 18,000 tonnes of 
TNT, but were never tested. 

The statement confirmed 
South Africa built two under- 
ground testing shafts in the 
Northern Cape province, but said 
they were never used. 


China 
elects new 
leadership 

PEKING (R) — China elected a 
new state leadership Saturday 
charged with ensuring that the 
economic reform policies of Deug 
Xiaoping outlive the 88-year-okl 
paramount leader. 

Delegates to China's rubber- 
-stamp parliament, the National 
People’s Congress, elected Mr. 
Deng's hand-picked successor, 
Jiang Zemin, as president and 
re-elected him as chairman of th£ 
Central Military Commission. 

Mr. Jiang,, who is al$ogeneral 
'secretary of the Communist Par- 
ty, becomes the first man to hold 
the posts o{ head of the party and 
head of state simultaneously since 
foe late revolutionary leader Mao 
Tsetung gave up tbe presidency in 
1958. . 

But Mr, Jiang, a thickset , and 
ponderous figure, has none of foe 
r h a fi^ma and power that Mao, 
who founded foe Communist 
state in 1949, had, Chinese and 
Western analysts agree. 

The former engineer and fac- 
tory manager reminds most 
observers of Mao’s hand-picked 
protege, Hua Guafeng, who be- 
came China’s most powerful fi- 
gure as chairman of foe Com- 
munist Party and premier on 
Mao's death in 1976, but who lost 
both posts five years later. 

White Mr. Deng is still alive,. 
Mr. Jiang is secure as part of a 
collective leadership team. Once 
foe elderly patron of market-style 
economic reform dies, China will 
enter an mi easy period as various 
factions vie -• for power, analysts 
said. 

Two other key members of foe 
collective leadership are also 
being confirmed by tbe current 
session of parliament. 

Premier Li Peng is expected to 
receive a new five-year term in a 
vote scheduled for Sunday. 

Qiao Shi, the shadowy former' 
head of China’s security appar- 
atus and the third-ranking mem- 
ber of tbe hierarchy, was ■ elected 
the leader of the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress Saturday. 

All members of China’s lead- 
ership have made it dear they 
support foe fast economic growth 
set off by Mr. Deng’s reform 
campaign. 

The vote in parliament rc- 
jflected the style of “democracy” 
most .approved of by China’s 
leaders, who are all hardliners on 
politics. 

Mr: Jiang, who became head of 
the Communist Party days after 
■ fob army crushed foe 1989 pro- 
democracy demonstrations in 
Peking’s Tiananmen Square, was 
elected by a vote of 2,858 in 
favour to 35 oppolrcd with 25 
spoiled ballots — enough short pf 
unanimous to show that tbe par- 
liamentarians had Some freedom 
of. expression. 

.One delegate cast a write-in 
vote for Mr. Jiang’s disgraced 
predecessor as head of. the Com- 
munist Party, Zhao. Ziyang;. who. 
was purged after foe June 4,‘ 
1989, army crackdown. 

Five delegates wrote in tbe 
name erf elder statesman Mr. 
Deng. 

Mr. Jiang succeeds Yang 
Shangkun, 86, as president. 

Mr. Yang, who was foe last 
revolutionary veteran still to bold 
high office, signed autographs for 
dele gates dining Saturday’s ses- 
sion of parliament 

Delegates elected millionaire 
'Rong Yiren as vice president to 
succeed Wang Zben who died at. 
foe age of 85 shortly before par- 
liament began its annual session 
on March 15. 

Mr. Rong is known as foe “red 

capitalist” for his pioneering role 
as head of foe China Internation- 
al Trust and Investment Corp, 
Pe king’s premier -capitafist-styte 
investment company. 



China’s population 

tops 1.15 billion 

PEKING (R) — China, adding 
dose to the equivalent of Austra- 
lia’s population each year, passed* 
foe L15 billion mark by foe end 
of 1992. A survey by foe Ministry 
of Public Security found that 
51.54 per cent of the world’s most 
populous nation were 
48.46 per cent women, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said Satur- 
day. Xinhua said the unofficial 
cffi vpiQ was conducted with the 
help of neighbourhood commit- 
tees which help police monitor 
residents' movements. The exact 
population figure w a s 

1452,428,217, with 35.5 million 
more men than women. The 
urban population rose 8.31 pen/ 
cent, with almost a_ third of all 
Chinese living in cities. Family 
p lann ing officials admit that de- 
spite efforts to dampen popula- 
tion growth, China is in foe 
throes of a baby boom. The 
population grows by around 16 
million people a year and China’s 
agricultural sector is struggling to 
keep them all fed. 

Claudette Colbert 
back home after 
stroke 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados (R) 

- Oscar-winning actress 
Gaudette Colbert, star of the 
legendary film It Happened One 
Night, is recovering from a stroke 
at her home in Barbados, a family 
friend said. “She's doing nicely,” 
said Helen O'Hagan, who .is uv 
staying with Colbert on her 
estate,- Bellerive, in Barbados. 
“She’s sitting -in her living room 
overlooking her terrace right 
now.” .Colbert, 89, entered Bay 
View Hospital near Bridgetown, 
after the March 2 stroke and was 
released on March 16, Ms. O'Ha- 
gan said. She is still working with 

a therapist, she added. The cher- 

- ubic Colbert, with her trademark 
fringe, gained fame as the queen 
of 1930s Hollywood comedies. It 
Happened One Night, widely rec- 
ognised as her best film, earned 
1934 Academy Awards for Col- 

- bert, co-star Clark Gable and 
director Frank Capra. French- 
born Colbert spends most of her 
time in Barbados, but usually 
travels to New York for a few 
months each year. Ms. O'Hagan 
said it was too early to say 
.whether Colbert would be reco- 
vered enough to travel this year.. 

Adopt a gum tree 
and save the koala, 
Japanese told ^ 

TOKYO (R) — Australian con- 
servationists are urging Japanese 
tourists to help save the threatened 
koala' bear by sponsoring their 
personal gum tree, a Tokyo daily 
said Saturday. Rapid develop- 
ment along Australia's eastern 
seaboard inducting big tourist 
projects is destroying huge areas 
of eucalyptus gums, the leaves of 
which are the cuddly koala's only 
food source. Deborah Tabart, 
executive director of the Austra- 
lian Koala Foundation, told the 
daily Yontiuri she plans to launch 
a tree-planting campaign in 
April. Tourists who pay a small 
sum would personally plant a 
gum tree and tag it with their 
name. “Most of the tourists com- fn 
mg. to Australia are Japanese,” 

Ms. Tabart told the daily. “I hope 
they'll be able to learn the im : 
poitance of nature by planting 
our trees.” Japanese have made 
the koala a symbol of cuteness;, 
with its . likeness emblazoned on 
tee-shirts, .school satchels, soft 
drinks and underwear .- 

Farrow: Allen 
molested daughter ! 

In attic 

NEW YORK (AP) — Testifying 
in their bitter custody battle, Mia 
Farrow detailed Woody Allen’s- 
alleged molestation of therr 
daughter Dylan, saying the 7- 
year-old girl told her Alleir 
“touched her in certain places.” * ' 
Fanow also charged Allen began 
his affair with her older adopted 
daugher. Soon Yi Previn, when 
the girl was in high school, not m 
college as Alien has indicated:' 
And she admitted lashing out last 
year at Miss Previn, now 22, upon', 
finding nude pictures Allen had 
taken of her. ‘Tm not proud of 
it,” said Fanow, her voice tremb-. • 
Ung and her eyes welling. In her 
first public comments on tbe 
abuse charges, Farrow quoted 
Dylan as saying Allen had asked 
tf she wanted some •‘father 
daughter time” during an Aug.' 4 
visit at the actress.' Connecticut 
home. “She said he took her into 
the attic and that he touched her 
m certain places,” including the 
vaginal area, foe actress testified. 

At anotfer point, Farrow testi- 
fied that Dylan said “she wanted 
a real daddy, not a boyfriend 
daddy.” Allen, 57, and Farrow. 

, * ™ companion and leading , , 
lady of 12 years, are fighting for *•' 
custody of Dylan and son MoseS,- 
15, both adopted, and their biolo- 
gical son. Satchel, 5. 





